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MATTHEW 15

Startup: What kind of difficulties can you recall having in trying to go against the traditions and routines of others?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Together, list aloud all the different kinds of people represented in this chapter. What would you say are the most prominent characteristics of each one?

2.
Imagine yourself being present in the situation described in verses 1-20. In light of your own personality, what words spoken by Jesus in this passage stand out most to you?

3.
What different tones of voice do you think Jesus may have used in the various places where He is quoted in this chapter?

4.
What do the words of Jesus in verses 3-6 tell us about how God views our responsibility toward our parents?

5.
Read again verses 29-32, and notice how long Jesus was ministering at this particular place. How would you describe a typical day for Him at this time?

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: When Jesus fed the four thousand, how many loaves of bread did He begin with, and how many basketfuls of leftovers were there? (See verses 34-37.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
Think about verses 16-20, then discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: God is just as concerned with the "internals" of our lives as He is with the "externals"—He cares as much about what we are thinking as He does about what we are doing.

8.
Review what Jesus says in verses 17-20 about what makes a person "unclean." If this is what makes us unclean, what is it that makes us clean?

9.
How complete would you say is the list of unclean actions in verse 19?

10.
Think carefully about the incident in verses 21-28. What does this passage show us about Jesus' obedience to His Father, and also about God's compassion? Are these two qualities in conflict here?

11.
In verse 23, why do you think Jesus was silent?

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
Read over again verses 8-9. Does this mean that when we feel inwardly distant from God, we should not try to worship Him?

13.
Look again at verse 12. In what ways are Jesus' words offensive to some today?

14.
Could Jesus' words in verse 14 be spoken about anyone today?

15.
Hear again the words of commendation which Jesus spoke to the Canaanite woman in verse 28. What was so great about this woman's faith?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the list of sinful deeds and qualities in verse 19 with the lists you see in these passages: Rom 1:29-31; 1 Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21; and Rev 22:15.

MATTHEW 16

Startup: What have been the most important "turning points" in your life?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Consider carefully verses 1-4. Why didn't Jesus just go ahead and show these people a miracle or two?

2.
What is the "yeast" Jesus speaks of in verses 5 and 11-12, and why is it so dangerous?

3.
From what you've seen in the most recent chapters in Matthew, how would you summarize the attitude the Pharisees and religious teachers have toward Jesus at this point in His ministry?

4.
Verse 18 is the first time in the New Testament that the word church is used. What does this verse teach us about the church?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Jesus asked the disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"—and the answer from the disciples included three names. What were those three names? (See verse 14.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
In the second half of this chapter, Jesus has begun to focus His ministry upon His disciples. What guidelines for today's discipleship training do you see in the way Jesus taught His disciples in verses 13-19?

7.
Imagine yourself as Peter in the scene recorded in the last half of this chapter. As you hear the words of Jesus spoken directly to you in verses 17-19, what thoughts and questions would come to your mind?

8.
Compare what Jesus says in verse 19 with Matt 18:17-20. What do these passages together tell us about the privileges and responsibilities of the church?

9.
What would you say verses 24 and 25 have to teach us about self-esteem?

10.
If you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

FOR LIFE TODAY

11.
Look at the first question Jesus asks in verse 9. In what ways might the Lord be justified in asking this question of you today?

12.
Is the "yeast" still around today which Jesus describes in verses 5 and 11-12? If so, where?

13.
Jesus gives the true source of faith in verse 17. In your life, what has been the process in which God the Father "revealed" to you the truth about His Son?

14.
Restate in your own words—and in the context of our lives today—the three things Jesus asks us to do in verse 24.

15.
Remember again how Jesus encouraged us in Matt 7:7 to ask and to seek and to knock. With this confidence in mind, look together at verses 24-25 in this chapter, and think carefully about what Jesus is teaching us there. Then express this passage in the form of a model prayer any Christian could use—or a prayer that specifically fits your life right now.

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare Jesus' words about the church in verses 18-19 with the teaching in Eph 2:19-22 and 1 Tim 3:15.

MATTHEW 17

Startup: What memorable experiences have you had mountain-climbing?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Using your imagination, how would you describe the probable "atmosphere" of the incident recorded in verses 1-8?

2.
In verse 3, what do you know about Moses and Elijah that explains the significance of their presence here?

3.
Examine closely the words God spoke about Jesus in verse 5. Notice the different phrases that make up this quotation. What would you say is the significance of each phrase?

4.
Notice Jesus' instructions to Peter, James, and John in verse 9. Imagine that you are one of these three disciples, and that the time is now at the end of this gospel, after Jesus had risen from the dead. You are now free to tell them about the mountaintop experience which we see in Matt 9. How would you go about explaining what happened that day to the other disciples?

5.
Were the words Jesus spoke in verse 17 meant to sound harsh? Why or why not?

6.
In what ways did Jesus have to "put up with" the disciples (verse 17)?

7.
Take turns in your group saying aloud the answer Jesus gave in verse 20, and try to capture the tone of voice you think Jesus probably used.

8.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Can you name all six men who were on the high mountain in the incident described at the beginning of this chapter? (See verses 1-3.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
From God's point of view, what was the purpose of Jesus' transfiguration (in verses 1-8)?

10.
Look at what Peter, James, and John did in verse 6. How much would you say their actions qualify as a picture and example for us of true worship?

11.
To see what Peter wrote later about his experiences in verses 1-8, look together at 2 Peter 1:16-18. What seem to be the most important things Peter learned from being a witness to this transfiguration of Jesus?

12.
Why do you think Jesus told the disciples (in verse 9) not to tell anyone what they had seen?

13.
Look again at verse 20. Why does God place so much value on faith?

14.
In verse 22 we come to the second instance in Matthew's gospel where Jesus tells the disciples about His coming death and resurrection. The first time was in Matt 16:21. For both of those references, look at the verses which follow to see how the disciples responded. What thoughts do you think were on their minds?

FOR LIFE TODAY

15.
What guidelines for today's discipleship training do you see in the way Jesus taught His disciples in verses 19-23?

16.
With the last sentence in verse 20 in mind, discuss some "impossibilities" which you have seen God accomplish in your life, or in the life of someone close to you.

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the account in verses 1-8 of Jesus' transfiguration with the passage about His baptism in 3:13-17. What similarities do you see in both events? And how do they relate to one another?

MATTHEW 18

Startup: Talk about the most recent time you can recall hearing a young child say something that struck you as humorous.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Again in this chapter, the focus of Jesus' ministry is on the training of the disciples. What would you say are the main discipleship concepts in verses 1-9?

2.
In as few words as possible, how would you summarize the principle Jesus is teaching in verses 8 and 9?

3.
Practically speaking, what exactly is Jesus warning us not to do in verse 10?

4.
In the parable of the lost sheep (verses 10-14), how would you summarize the main discipleship concepts?

5.
How would you summarize the main discipleship concepts in verses 15-20?

6.
How would you summarize the main discipleship concepts in the parable of the unmerciful servant (verses 21-35)?

7.
Imagine yourself being present in the situation described in this chapter. In light of your own personality, what words spoken by Jesus in these verses stand out most to you?

8.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the last verse of the chapter, Jesus mentioned a specific manner in which we are to forgive our brothers. What was it?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
As you consider the words of Jesus in verses 3-4, give as full a definition as you can of what it means to "become like children."

10.
Recall once more how Jesus encouraged us in Matt 7:7 to ask and to seek and to knock. With this confidence in mind, look together at verses 3-4 in Matt 18, and think carefully about what Jesus is teaching us there. Then express this passage in the form of a model prayer any Christian could use—or a prayer that specifically fits your life right now.

11.
What kind of actions do you think Jesus is talking about in verses 6-7—things people do that cause others to sin?

12.
Reflect on verses 19-20, and decide together all it means for Christians to "agree" about what they ask God for.

13.
Again, if you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

FOR LIFE TODAY

14.
Look at the question which the disciples asked Jesus in verse 1. In what ways, if any, do we sometimes ask this question today?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Jesus gives important information about angels in verse 10. To study more about what angels do, look together at these verses: Gen 16:7, Ex 14:19, Judg 2:1-5; 2 Sam 24:16; Dan 6:22, and Rev 20:1-2.

MATTHEW 19

Startup: What do you feel is the most important choice you've made in the last 24 hours? In the last week? In the last year?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
For helpful background on the divorce passage in verses 3-9, look together at Deut 24:1-4. Look also at Matt 5:31-32.

2.
What "statement" or "word" is Jesus talking about in verse 11, which He says that not everyone can accept?

3.
How would you explain verse 14 in your own words?

4.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: When Jesus stated that a man who divorced his wife and married another woman was guilty of adultery, He also mentioned an exception. What was the exception? (See verse 9.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

5.
In verses 6 and 9 Jesus speaks of the binding permanence of marriage, while in verse 12, He speaks about those who stay single for the sake of God's kingdom. How do these passages fit together? What foundational principles seem to underlie this entire section on divorce, marriage, and singleness?

6.
As you look over the last half of the chapter (from verse 16 on), discuss this question: Is this passage mostly about possessions, mostly about relationships, or equally about both?

7.
Would you say verse 21 is mostly about actions, mostly about attitudes, or equally about both?

8.
What would you say is the "ultimate truth" Jesus is trying to teach in this last half of the chapter?

9.
What in this chapter do you think might be the most interesting to someone who was learning about Jesus Christ for the first time, and why?

10.
What would you say is the key word or phrase in the statement Jesus makes in verse 29?

FOR LIFE TODAY

11.
Review what Jesus commanded in verse 21. For whom, if anyone, is this command still valid today?

12.
Think about verse 22, then discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: Material possessions always have more potential for causing sadness than for causing happiness.

13.
In light of what Jesus says in verse 30, what kind of surprises do you think we're in for (even though Jesus has told us this beforehand)?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look together at the opening phrase in verse 1. The same statement, or one similar to it, occurs also in 7:28; 11:1; 13:53, and later in 26:1. Bible teachers often use these statements as the dividing marks between the six main parts of the book of Matthew. Look up these other verses, and notice together the context in which each one occurs. What clues do they give of the way Matthew put together this book?

MATTHEW 20

Startup: Can you recall a time in your work history when you felt you were being paid unfairly?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In this chapter's opening parable of the vineyard owner and his workers, who do you think the landowner represents, and who do the workers represent?

2.
In verses 17-19 we find the third instance in Matthew where Jesus predicts His death and resurrection. How does the wording here compare with the previous two predictions in 16:21 and 17:22-23? What additional information is Jesus now giving to His disciples?

3.
In verses 22 and 23, what "cup" do you think Jesus is talking about?

4.
How would you explain the meaning of the word ransom in verse 28?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the incident at the end of the chapter, what were the two blind men in Jericho shouting to Jesus? (See verses 30-31.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
What does the opening parable (verses 1-16) teach us about God's character, and about the way He does things?

7.
Would you say this opening parable is more about judgment and rewards... or more about grace and salvation?

8.
In verse 15, the landowner speaks about his legal "rights." How would you describe and define the "rights" God has? Are these the same as what is always right for Him to do?

9.
In verse 28, Jesus said He came to give His life as a ransom for us. If we need a ransom—what does that say about us?

10.
Was it wrong for the mother of James and John to ask what she did in verse 21? Why or why not?

FOR LIFE TODAY

11.
Think again about this chapter's opening parable. What possible surprises in heaven does this passage help you anticipate?

12.
From what Jesus says in verse 16, should we actually try to be "last"? And if so, what does that mean?

13.
Discuss whether you think there's any danger for us today in applying verses 26-27 too literally.

FOR GOING DEEPER

Jesus spoke in verses 22-23 about the "cup" He was to drink. To see how this phrase is used vividly in other Scriptures, look at Jer 25:15-16, Ezek 23:32-34, Hab 2:16, and Rev 14:9-10.

MATTHEW 21

Startup: What experience have you had with growing fruit trees or vines?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Keep the events of verses 1-11 in mind, as you discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: The cheering welcome and praise which Jesus received as He entered Jerusalem was rooted only in the people's misunderstanding of what kind of king He truly was, and this was proven by the way the crowds turned against Him later in the week.

2.
Imagine that you are a reporter for the "Jerusalem Journal." How would you describe the events of this chapter?

3.
Review what was said and done in verses 12-17. How did this incident compare with an earlier one recorded in John 2:13-17?

4.
For background on Jesus' words about the Temple being a "house of prayer" (verse 13), look together at Isa 56:7.

5.
Notice in verses 45-46 how the Jewish religious leaders responded to the parables of Jesus (perhaps especially the last one in this chapter). Beginning with verse 33, identify each person or group of people in this last parable, and who each one represents.

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter Jesus told His disciples that they would receive whatever they asked for in prayer, but He attached a condition to that promise. What was the condition? (See verse 22.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
In this chapter, how could the Temple be compared with the fig tree Jesus cursed?

8.
What do you think was the motive Jesus had for doing what He did in verses 12-17?

9.
Why do you think Jesus cursed the fig tree in verse 19?

10.
Explain why you agree or disagree with this statement: Verses 21-22 in this chapter prove that Jesus approved of the practice of magic.

11.
Is Jesus giving us a "blank check" in verse 22? If not, then why does He make this statement?

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
Remember again the command in Col 3:1 —"Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God." What have you personally observed about Jesus Christ in this chapter that would be worthy of setting your heart on?

13.
Think again about verses 12-17. Do you feel there is anything in our churches today that corresponds to the activities of the people whom Jesus drove out of the Temple?

14.
In verses 23-27, the focus is on the authority of Jesus and the authority of John the Baptist, both of which came from God. What authority do you have from God?

15.
Which of the two sons in verses 28-32 are you most like?

16.
With the closing parable of this chapter in mind, compare it with another interesting parable about a vineyard in Isa 5:1-7. What are the similarities, and what are the differences?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare what you see in this chapter's opening scene with Ps 45:4. How much does this psalm seem to describe Jesus?

MATTHEW 22

Startup: Can you recall a time when you felt someone was trying to trap you with a question ? 

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In your own words, how would you summarize the main point of the parable in verses 1-14? Why did Jesus tell this parable?

2.
Verse 15 says that the Pharisees had laid a trap for Jesus. How do you think they expected the trap to work?

3.
Does the question from the Sadducees in verse 23 appear to be a trap as well? Why or why not?

4.
For background on verse 24, look together at Deut 25:5-10.

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the parable Jesus told about the wedding banquet, the king commanded his servants to tie up a certain man who was there, and to throw him out of the wedding hall. What was it about this man that caused the king to do this? (See verses 11-13.)

6.
Imagine you're a devout Jew from Rome and have come across the sea for the first time to visit Jerusalem for the Passover festival. The events in Matt 21 and 22 are your first exposure to Jesus of Nazareth; in fact, as far as you know, no one back home in Rome has even heard of this Man. What kind of impressions would you now have of Jesus, based on all you've seen these past few days? (Look back over these two chapters to help you keep in mind all these events.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
In verses 11-12, what do you think the wedding clothes are meant to represent?

8.
In your opinion, how important was the question which Jesus asked the Pharisees in verses 41-42?

9.
Did the Pharisees give the right or wrong answer to Jesus' question in verse 42? Why did Jesus respond the way He did in the next three verses?

10.
The Jesus we see in this gospel is not only fully God, but also fully human. From what you've seen so far in Matthew, in what ways does Jesus show Himself to be the perfect model of manhood?

FOR LIFE TODAY

11.
Think about verse 21. In your life, what things belong to God, and yet still must be given up to Him?

12.
Recalling verse 37, what portions of your heart or your soul or your mind are the hardest to love God with?

13.
Remember again how Jesus encouraged us to ask and to seek and to knock (in Matt 7:7). With this confidence in mind, look together at verses 37-39 in Matt 22, and think carefully about what Jesus is teaching us there. Then express this passage in the form of a model prayer any Christian could use—or a prayer that specifically fits your life right now.

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the "wedding clothes" in verses 11-12 with the imagery you discover when you look up these verses: Isa 61:10, Rom 13:14, Gal 3:27, and Rev 3:4-5 and 19:7-8

MATTHEW 23

Startup: What's more important to you: Doing things the right way, or doing the right things even if they're done the wrong way?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Six times in this chapter Jesus uses the word hypocrites to describe the Pharisees and the religious teachers. How would you define this word?

2.
Imagine yourself being present in the situation described in this chapter. In light of your own personality; what words spoken by Jesus in these verses stand out most to you?

3.
Discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: In verses 8-12, Jesus teaches us that leadership is much less important than people often think it is.

4.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Jesus accused the Pharisees and religious teachers of neglecting the three most important matters of the law—the provisions of the law that carry the most weight in God's eyes. What are those three things? (See verse 23.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

5.
In verse 12, Jesus promises specific consequences both for those who exalt themselves and for those who humble themselves. When do you think these consequences will occur — mostly in eternity, or mostly in this life?

6.
Look at Jesus' words in verse 34. When He speaks of "prophets and wise men and teachers," who is He referring to?

FOR LIFE TODAY

7.
From what Jesus says about the Pharisees in this chapter, rank the following three things according to how you see their importance to God: (a) what we say, (b) what we know, and (c) what we do.

8.
What do you feel is the best cure for hypocrisy? What do you feel is the best prevention against hypocrisy?

9.
What similarities would you point out between being a Jewish religious leader in the days when Jesus lived on earth, and being a pastor or other Christian leader today? What major differences would there be?

10.
Look over the long list of criticisms in this chapter which Jesus had for the religious leaders of His day. Then discuss which of these faults and failures are, in your opinion, the biggest dangers for Christian leaders today.

11.
Look at the first statement Jesus makes in verse 5. Has there ever been a time when that charge could have been accurately made against you?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look at the two men mentioned in verse 35, then turn together to Gen 4:1-8 and 2 Chron 24:17-22 to learn more about them.

MATTHEW 24

Startup: What experience have you had in reading the predictions of people who claim to see into the future? How much credibility do you tend to attach to them?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Who is Jesus speaking to in this chapter?

2.
Review carefully verses 1-3. What things do the disciples specifically want to know?

3.
What questions are raised in your mind by the words of Jesus in this chapter?

4.
Bible teachers have presented various outlines of this chapter to indicate how Jesus is speaking at times about the end of this present age (as in verses 4-14), then about the coming destruction of Jerusalem later in the First Century (as in verses 15-21), and finally about His second coming (as in verses 22-31). What to you are the verses with the clearest meaning and time reference in this chapter?

5.
From what Jesus tells His disciples in verses 4-14, does He want them to think it will be a long time or a short time before the end of the present age?

6.
Many Bible teachers regard verse 22 as one of the most important statements in this chapter. Why do you think this is so?

7.
What exactly do you think Jesus means in verse 44 about being "ready"?

8.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Most of the words in this chapter were spoken when Jesus and His disciples were sitting in a particular location. Where was it, and what do you know about this place? (See verse 3.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
What would you say is the most important concept this chapter teaches us about our responsibility, as we wait for the end?

10.
Verse 14 focuses our attention on the entire world. Look again at verses 9-14, with Christians around the world in mind. Which of the predictions mentioned in this passage are taking place now?

11.
Who are "the elect" in verse 22, and what does this passage show us about them?

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
Discuss how you respond inwardly to what you see in this chapter. Is it with anticipation? Fear? Confusion?

13.
How susceptible do you think you might be to the deceptions which Jesus warns about in verses 4 and 23-26?

14.
As you think about verses 9-14, what effect would you say persecution can have on our evangelism efforts? (See also Acts 8 and 1 Tim 2:1-4.)

15.
Look at the statement Jesus makes in verse 36. What difference in your life do you think it would make if you did know the exact day or hour when Jesus will return?

16.
Review verses 42-44. Practically speaking, how do we stay alert and watchful today, in obedience to these words from Jesus?

FOR GOING DEEPER

To discover more about the Mount of Olives, where Jesus gave most of the teaching in this chapter, look at 2 Sam 15:30, Zech 14:3-4, Luke 19:29, Luke 22:39-43, John 8:1, Acts 1:12, and Rev 14:1-5.

MATTHEW 25

Startup: What would you say are the most important gifts and abilities you've been given?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Notice how this chapter divides almost equally into three parts: the parable of the ten virgins (1-13), the parable of the talents (14-30), and a final passage about the Lord's judgment (31-46). What would you say is the main point of each of these three parts?

2.
What do these three parts together show us about the kingship of Jesus?

3.
Who is Jesus speaking to in this chapter? (Go back to the beginning of chapter 24 to find out.)

4.
What kind of wrong thinking or actions do you think Jesus may be trying to prevent by telling the disciples these things?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In His teaching about the sheep and the goats, Jesus mentions six different physical needs which His righteous servants were meeting in the lives of others. Can you name all six? (See verses 35-36.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
Once again, if you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

7.
From what you see in this chapter, how would you define the word faithful?

FOR LIFE TODAY

8.
Discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: If we aren't multiplying our gifts from God, then we don't really have them at all.

9.
If the parable of the ten virgins is at least partially a picture of our lives today, what does the oil represent?

10.
Think again of Phil 4:8, where we're given this command: "Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy— think about such things. " What food for thought can you find in this chapter that especially strikes you as being true, or noble, or right, or pure, or lovely, or admirable, or excellent, or praiseworthy?

11.
From what you've learned so far in the book of Matthew, summarize what you think it means for Christians today to "follow in the footsteps of Jesus.”

12.
In verse 13, just as He did in the last chapter (24:42-44), Jesus tells His followers to stay alert for His coming. He surely knew how difficult this alertness could be for us. What kind of obstacles to this alertness do you see in your own life?

13.
With the parable of the talents in mind (in verses 14-30), in what ways can you honestly say your gifts from the Lord are increasing and multiplying?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the judgment mentioned in the passage about the sheep and the goats (verses 31-46) with the judgment described in Rev 20:10-15. What similarities do you see?

MATTHEW 26

Startup: What is most important to you about the celebration of the Lord's Supper?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In what ways, if any, do you see the worthiness and nobleness and purity of Jesus in this chapter?

2.
How would you explain what Jesus means by the word covenant in verse 28?

3.
Notice in verse 38 how deep was the sorrow which Jesus experienced. How would you explain this verse to a child?

4.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: When Peter heard the rooster crow after he had denied Jesus three times, what did Peter do next? (See verse 75.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

5.
The woman mentioned in verses 6-13 is identified in John 12:1-3 as being Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. From what you see in this chapter, what would you say Mary considered to be the most important things in life?

6.
When Jesus told His disciples that one of them would betray Him, notice their response in verse 22. Contrast their response with that of Judas Iscariot in verse 25. In what detail was Judas's reply different, and what did it reveal about his heart?

7.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, how would you describe Simon Peter's relationship with Jesus?

8.
Why do you think Jesus gave no answer to the high priest's questioning in verse 62, and yet immediately gave a clear and extended answer to the high priest's question in verse 63?

9.
How would you explain the meaning of what Jesus did and said in verses 26-28 to someone who had never seen or heard this passage?

FOR LIFE TODAY

10.
What actions can we do that, in God's eyes, would be equivalent to what the woman did with the perfume in verse 7? Or is it truly too late?

11.
Is there any sense today in which we are called upon to "keep watch" with Jesus, as the disciples were called to do in verses 38-41?

12.
Look again at the action (or lack of action) by the disciples in verse 56. What warning, if any, do you see for us today in their example?

13.
Review the high priest's verdict about the guilt of Jesus in verse 65. What do people "accuse" Jesus of today?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Study the regulations for the high priest in Lev 21:10, and compare it to the high priest's action in verse 65. What does this imply about the opinion the high priest had of Jesus and His words?

MATTHEW 27

Startup: Have you ever seen someone die? What was it like?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Read aloud verses 1 and 2. Then begin with verse 11, and walk your way through the events of this chapter as if you were Jesus Himself, feeling what He felt, seeing what He saw, hearing what He heard. Describe to one another the sensations that come to your imagination.

2.
This chapter records only two brief sentences spoken by Jesus. Investigate them, and talk about their significance for Jesus Himself, and for all Christians.

3.
For background on Jesus' silence in verses 12 and 14, look together at the prophecy in Isa 53:7.

4.
What miracles do you see taking place in the last half of this chapter?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: After they crucified Jesus, the Roman soldiers placed a sign above Him that contained the so-called "charge" against Him. What did this sign say? (See verse 37.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
Look in verse 4 at how the religious leaders responded to Judas's confession. How correct was their answer?

7.
From God's perspective, would you say the actions of the chief priests in verses 6-8 were good and commendable?

8.
From what you see in verses 11-26, what kind of a man was Pilate?

9.
Look together at verses 11,37, and 42. From what you've noticed so far in the book of Matthew, how would you describe the kingship of Jesus?

10.
From what you see in verse 19, what kind of woman was Pilate's wife?

11.
How do you think verse 46 relates to what Jesus prayed in Matt 26:39?

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
No one is trying to physically crucify us today—but what does Jesus' example in this chapter mean personally for your life?

13.
Of the most important events and truths in this chapter, which do you think are the easiest for Christians to forget about?

FOR GOING DEEPER

For prophetic background on this chapter, read together Ps 22. What are the strongest themes in this psalm that find their fulfillment in Matt 27?

MATTHEW 28

Startup: Practically speaking, what would you say is the most important thing you have to do in the time you have remaining on earth?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In verse 2, why do you think the angel rolled back the stone from the entrance to the tomb?

2.
Examine each part of the angel's message to the women in verses 5-7. What was the importance of each part?

3.
Review verses 11-15. From what you see there, what kind of thoughts may have been running through the minds of the Jewish leaders after they heard the report from the guards?

4.
What do you think Jesus means by the term "make disciples" in verse 19?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: The final words of Jesus in this gospel are known as "the Great Commission." How much of it can you recall?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
Look closely at verses 18-20, a passage traditionally known as "The Great Commission." What is your strongest response to this passage—hope, excitement, a sense of responsibility, or something else?

7.
Compare verses 19-20 with what Jesus told His disciples earlier in Matt 10:5-7. Give as many reasons as you can for the change in His instructions to them.

8.
Why do you think Jesus included all three Persons of the Trinity in verse 19? What thoughts do you think came to the minds of the apostles when they heard these words?

FOR LIFE TODAY

9.
What to you personally is the most important command in the "Great Commission" passage (verses 18-20)?

10.
Look once more at the final words of Jesus in this book. Then identify together the kinds of people in your community whom you would say probably know the least about the living Lord Jesus Christ. What else are these people like? What do they do in daily life? Where do they live? Now imagine that God has brought you together with a small group of these people, and in this meeting they indicate a genuine desire to understand who Jesus is and what He has done. From what you have seen in the gospel of Matthew, what are the most important things you would want to communicate to them, and how would you word it?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Analyze the importance of Jesus' resurrection as you think together about this chapter, and about these supporting passages: Rom 4:25; 1 Cor 15:17, and Rev 1:18.

MATTHEW: THE BIG PICTURE

(Discuss again the questions in the "Overview," plus the questions below.)

1.
Look together at each of these passages, and discuss which one you believe is the best candidate for "KEY VERSE" in the book of Matthew—the one which brings into sharpest focus what this book is most about: 1:1; 3:11-12; 5:17; 16:15-16,19 and 28:18-20.

2.
In what ways do you see this book serving as a bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament?

3.
Even more than the other gospel writers, Matthew is said to be a skilled teacher. How would you evaluate his teaching skills, as you've observed them in this book?

4.
What would you say are the most important ways in which this book is unique in all the Bible?

5.
In James 1:23-24 we're told that "anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like." In what important ways has the book of Matthew been a "mirror" for you—showing you what you can and should do?

6.
What to you are the most important ways in which this book proves that Jesus is the King of the Jews?

7.
What does the kingship of Jesus mean to you personally? How is He your king?

(from The Complete Bible Discussion Guide: New Testament, © 1992 by Questar Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
