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The Complete

BIBLE DISCUSSION GUIDE

NEW TESTAMENT

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR EVERY CHAPTER IN THE BIBLE

Mack Thomas

Then those who feared the LORD

talked with each other,

and the LORD listened and heard.

MALACHI 3:16

QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU STUDY EACH CHAPTER:

Ø
Since the ultimate aim of Bible study is to know God better, what does this chapter tell me about God's character and personality?

Ø
Since God has given me the Bible to change my life, what needed corrections or adjustments in my habits or character come to mind as I explore this chapter?

Ø
In this chapter, what are...

the key verses, the key phrases, the key words?

the key points or principles—and how do they work in my life?

Ø
In this chapter, do I see any...

commands to obey? 

promises to claim? 

standards to live by? 

examples to learn from?

Ø
What three-to-six word title could I give to this chapter, to help me remember its teaching?

EVERYONE'S BEST PREPARATION

for Discussing Each Chapter:

Read the chapter... reread it... and reread it again.

QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU BEGIN YOUR STUDY OF EACH BOOK:

Ø
If you're already familiar with this book, which passages are your favorite parts of it?

Ø
If this were the only book in the Bible you knew about or had access to, what things could you still find out about God?

Ø
As you scan this book, what types of Bible literature does it appear to contain? (You may want to review together the different types, such as those listed here:)

·
poetry·
historical or biographical narrative (a record of people and events)·
teaching or sermons·
laws or covenant agreements·
parables (short stories and word pictures with a moral point)·
proverbs (short, wise sayings)·
prophecy (statements from God about the present and future)

Ø
What appear to be the main divisions in this book?

Ø
From what you understand about this book, who wrote it (and when), and for what original audience was it written?

Ø
From what you see in looking over this book, what would you say the author was trying most to accomplish?

Ø
Which chapter in this book would you say is the key chapter, the one that best summarizes or reflects or unlocks the meaning of the entire book?

Ø
From what you see in looking over this book, what kinds of answers and guidelines and solutions in life do you think we can reasonably expect to find in this book?

Ø
What four- to six-word title would you give to this book, to best summarize its content and significance?

Ø
When you get to heaven, if you asked God, "Why did You include this book in the Bible?" how do you think He would answer?

MATTHEW

OVERVIEW

(Discuss these OVERVIEW questions both at the beginning of your study of Matthew, and again after you've studied together all 28 chapters. Your answers may change significantly once you've looked more closely at the entire book.)

Startup: Together, list aloud the most positive images and concepts that come to your mind when you think of these words: king and kingdom.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
It's been said that while the death of Christ relates primarily to the penalty of sin, the life of Christ tells us more about overcoming sin's power in everyday life. If that's true, what kind of answers and guidelines would you like to discover as you study the life of Jesus in the book of Matthew?

2.
God's kingdom is a key concept in Matthew. Scan through the book together (especially chapters 5, 13, and 18-21) to find where the word kingdom occurs. From what you see there, what definition could you give for the word as it's used by Matthew?

3.
To learn more about the author of this gospel, the apostle Matthew (also known as Levi), look together at 9:9-13. From this evidence, what kind of person would you guess Matthew to be? What differences in Matthew's life do you think his friends were probably talking about after Matthew decided to follow Jesus?

4.
Take a few minutes to scan through this book together, and notice how many times you can find an instance where Jesus healed someone. (You may want to divide into two groups — one group to start scanning at the beginning of Matthew, and the other to start at the end and work backwards.)

5.
Look also at the list of "Questions to Ask as You Begin Your Study of Each Book".

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
Matthew's gospel is noted for its emphasis on presenting Jesus as King—the King of the Jews, and Ruler of God's Kingdom. What passages can you point to that bring out this theme?

FOR LIFE TODAY

7.
Since Matthew's gospel portrays Jesus as the King, can this book still be meaningful and relevant to a society today that has no royal officials? Why or why not?

8.
How can you ensure that your study of Matthew is not merely theoretical and intellectual, but is instead truly practical and useful? Talk together about this. What can you do to help keep the process alive and interesting?

FOR GOING DEEPER

The book of Matthew is sometimes referred to as the most Jewish of the four gospels. From what you know of all four gospels, how does the "Jewishness" of Matthew come through, especially in comparison with the other three gospels?

MATTHEW 1

Startup: Talk together about any time you can recall in the past when you were faced with a particularly tough dilemma, and saw no positive way out of it.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
From the long list of names in verses 2-16, identify all the people you're familiar with, and tell the most interesting facts you know about them.

2.
For helpful background on the dilemma Joseph faced in verses 18-19, look together at Deut 22:22-24.

3.
For background on the name "Immanuel" for Jesus in verse 23, look together at Isa 7:14.

4.
Bible teachers often note that the apostle Matthew wrote this gospel essentially for a Jewish audience. How do you see that reflected in this chapter?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—If  everyone in the group has read the entire chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: The first part of this chapter is a genealogy of Jesus. Besides Jesus, the names of two outstanding biblical heroes are repeated in both the sentence that introduces the genealogy, and in the summary sentence at the end of the genealogy. Who are these two important men? (For the answer, see verses 1 and 17.)

6.
Look also at the list of "Questions to Ask as You Study Each Chapter", which you may want to do for each chapter in Matthew.

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
If you were Joseph and had the dream he had and heard the words he heard in verses 20-21, what thoughts and questions might come to your mind?

8.
Why did Joseph marry Mary, though under the circumstances it did not appear socially or morally proper for him to do so?

9.
From what you see in this chapter, how would you describe Joseph's relationship with God?

FOR LIFE TODAY

10.
In verses 18-25 we are presented with the fact of Jesus' virgin birth. Why is this an important truth for us to know and believe?

11.
How could you use this chapter to help explain to someone why Jesus came to earth?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the way in which this gospel begins (verses 1-17), with the way the other three gospels begin (in Mark 1:1, Luke 1:1-4, and John 1:1-18). What do these different "start-up styles" tell you about the purpose of each gospel?

MATTHEW 2

Startup: From all the Christmases you've known and all the times you've heard the Christmas story, what images do you have of the "wise men" or "magi" or "kings," as they're variously called?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
What things did the magi or wise men apparently know and understand about the identity of Jesus?

2.
Compare verse 3 with verse 10 and notice the difference in attitude reflected in these verses. How would you explain the reasons for each attitude?

3.
From what you see in verses 9-10, do you think the magi (or wise men) had lost sight of the star mentioned in verse 2? Or could the star in verse 9 have been a different star from the one in verse 2?

4.
How could you use this chapter to illustrate to a new Christian the concept of God's protection for His people?

5.
How do these first two chapters show the uniqueness of Jesus the King?

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—If everyone in the group has read the entire chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: How many dreams are mentioned in this chapter? (See verses 12,13,19, and 22.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
What patterns do you see in the way Joseph responds to the different situations he faces in life?

8.
How would you describe Joseph's basic mindset or attitude in life?

9.
How would you describe Herod's basic mindset or attitude in life?

10.
How is Joseph a model of a good father?

11.
Look again at the tragic incident recorded in verses 16-18. Why do you think God allowed this to happen, and why did He include it in the Bible?

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
What guidelines for obedience can you draw from Joseph's example in Matt 1 and 2?

13.
What guidelines for depending on God can you draw from these chapters?

14.
What helpful insights do you find in chapter 2 regarding the right way to approach God in worship?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the Christmas story in Matt 1 and 2, which focuses more on Joseph and the magi, with the Christmas story as told in Luke 1 and 2, which focuses more on Mary and the shepherds. What are the most important ways in which they complement each other?

MATTHEW 3

Startup: According to your personality, are you a person who usually welcomes new ideas, or one who tends to resist changes?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In what ways do you see John the Baptist fulfilling the prophecy mentioned in verse 3?

2.
John's popular appeal is mentioned in verse 5. How would you explain the reasons for his appeal?

3.
Express in your own words the picture you get of Jesus in verses 11 and 12.

4.
In verse 12, what does John the Baptist mean by the words wheat and chaff?

5.
In what ways do you think Jesus' baptism could "fulfill all righteousness," according to His words in verse 15?

6.
What do we learn in verses 16-17 about the relationships between God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?

7.
Think carefully about verse 17. What was it about Jesus that was "pleasing" to God, and why did God want to tell Him?

8.
Who do you think God most wanted to hear His words in verse 17?

9.
As you think about this chapter, how would you state in your own words the response required from people upon the arrival of the kingdom of heaven?

10.
EYE FOR DETAIL—If everyone in the group has read the entire chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Where did Jesus come from when He came to John at the Jordan River to be baptized? (See verse 13.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

11.
In your own words, what was the essential message that John the Baptist proclaimed?

12.
How would you describe the tone of John's message—and how do you tend to respond to others who speak in that tone?

13.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, what would you say John the Baptist considered to be the most important things in life?

14.
Look together at verse 11. In what way does Jesus baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire?

15.
What does this chapter teach us about baptism?

16.
In verse 16, what significance do you see in the Holy Spirit's appearance in the form of a dove?

FOR LIFE TODAY

17.
In verse 8, John told the Sadducees and Pharisees to produce "fruit" in their lives that was consistent with repentance. For people in our churches today, what kind of "fruit" do you think this should be?

18.
Look again at verse 11. What fire have you seen in your life?

19.
Jesus' preparation for His ministry will continue in the next chapter. Taking Jesus' example as a model for us, what kind of preparation would you say we need for having an effective ministry for God?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look ahead to Matt 21:32, where Jesus describes the purpose for John the Baptist's ministry How do John's words and actions in this chapter compare with the description Jesus gives later?

MATTHEW 4

Startup: In your adult life, what have been the most valuable "preparation" times for work or ministry or family responsibilities that you later took on?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Take a "walk" together through the incidents that happen in this chapter Using your imagination, talk about the kinds of sights, smells, sounds, and feelings you might experience.

2.
For useful background to the answers Jesus gave to the devil's temptations (verses 1-11), look together at Deut 8:3; 6:16, and 6:13.

3.
What truths from Scripture did Jesus use to defy the devil?

4.
In verse 11, what do you think the angels actually did to minister to Jesus?

5.
On a map, look together at the places mentioned in verses 24-25. Why do you think Jesus was having such widespread appeal?

6.
From what you've seen so far in Matthew, how does the message Jesus preached compare with the one John the Baptist preached?

7.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: How many days and nights did Jesus fast in the desert before the devil came to tempt Him? (See verse 2.)

8.
AND MORE DETAIL—Another question to try answering without looking at your Bible: What were the three ways in which the devil tempted Jesus? (See verses 3,5-6, and 8-9.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
After reviewing the three ways in which the devil tempted Jesus (verses 3-9), how would you comment on the devil's strategy against Jesus at this time, as it appears in this passage? What were the devil's desires, and how did he plan to achieve them?

10.
For each of the three temptations, discuss what you think would have happened next if Jesus had yielded to Satan's wishes.

11.
If Satan had succeeded in getting Jesus under his control, what do you think is the worst thing he could have done to Jesus?

12.
From the evidence you see in this temptation passage (verses 1-11), how would you describe Jesus' relationship to God, His Father?

13.
From what you see in verses 3-11, how would you describe the devil's character and personality?

14.
From the way Jesus answered the devil each time, what conclusions can you draw about the value and the reliability of the Scriptures?

15.
Think about the imagery in the words of verse 16. In what different ways can you see Jesus fulfilling this prophecy?

16.
In verse 23 we read that Jesus was preaching the gospel—the good news of the kingdom. From what you see elsewhere about His teachings and ministry, what was this good news?

17.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

18.
What in this chapter do you think might be the most interesting to someone who was learning about Jesus Christ for the first time?

FOR LIFE TODAY

19.
Notice again the three ways in which Jesus was tempted by Satan (verses 39). In what ways have you experienced similar temptations?

20.
If the three answers Jesus gave to the devil (verses 4,7, and 10) were the only Scripture verses you knew, how much would each one help you as you faced various temptations? Are there any temptations you face for which you find no help at all in these three verses quoted by Jesus?

21.
What kind of living was Jesus talking about in verse 4? How would you describe someone today who truly lives on every word of God?

22.
Think about the temptation Jesus overcame in verses 5-7. In what ways today do we sometimes try to bind God to human plans?

23.
Look again at verse 7, and decide how much you agree or disagree with this statement: We can't "box God in" by putting Him to the test, but He is probably pleased if we ask in true faith for signs and indications of His guidance.

24.
Let the words of Jesus in verse 10 resound in your mind. Then discuss this question: Who or what do people sometimes worship today instead of God?

25.
How could you paraphrase verse 16 and make it into a prayer for your family or friends or community?

26.
Review verse 19. What things do we need to learn from Jesus in order to become "fishers of men"?

27.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important to you—and why?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Jesus quotes the Old Testament three times in this chapter. Look together at the following additional verses in Matthew in which Jesus referred to the Old Testament, then discuss what they show us about how Jesus regarded the Scriptures: Matt 8:4; 12:39-42; 19:3-6, and 24:37-39.

MATTHEW 5

Startup: How do you think most people today would define true happiness in life?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
What in this chapter do you think might be most surprising to a new Christian reading it for the first time?

2.
Use any of the following verses to help you put together a definition for the word blessed, as it's used in verses 3-11 in this chapter: Ps 94:12-13; 112:1-3; 128:1-4, and 144:12-15; Jer 17:7-8; James 1:12; and Rev 19:9; 20:6, and 22:14.

3.
How would you describe the basic mindset or attitude in life which Jesus is teaching in this chapter?

4.
What teachings in this chapter do you find hardest to understand?

5.
In verses 6,10, and 20, the word righteousness is given great importance. How would you define this word?

6.
Suppose you were a Bible translator for a remote tribe on a faraway continent, and this tribe did not have any experience or knowledge of salt. How would you explain what salt is, so they could understand the meaning of verse 13?

7.
Beginning with verse 21, six sections take up the rest of this chapter, and they all begin in much the same way. Notice this pattern as you take turns reading aloud the first two verses in each section: 21-22,27-28,31-32,33-34,38-39, and 43-44. From what you see in these verses, what is Jesus criticizing: the Old Testament law, or the people's understanding of the Old Testament law? (Explain your answer.)

8.
In your own words, how would you explain the meaning of verse 48?

9.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: What three words will complete this quotation from Jesus: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they..." (See verse 8.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

10.
What do you think is the Lord's intent as He gives us the standards for Christian living included in this chapter?

11.
Would you say verses 3-10 are more about values and attitudes, or more about actions? Explain your answer.

12.
From what you see in verses 3-11, express in your own words what Jesus is looking for in His followers.

13.
Jesus tells us in verses 11-12 to be glad when we are persecuted. What good things does persecution accomplish in our lives?

14.
What can we conclude about our purpose in life from verses 13-16?

15.
In verse 17, Jesus said He came to fulfill the Old Testament Scriptures, and not to destroy or abolish them. What ways can you think of in which Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament, and why are these important?

16.
If Jesus did not come to abolish or destroy the Old Testament Scriptures, does that mean they still apply to us today? Explain your answer.

17.
How could you use verses 23-24 to help someone who told you about an offense that was committed against him by another Christian brother or sister?

18.
From what Jesus says in verses 27-30, how do you think He would define the term purity of mind?

19.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, how do you think Jesus would define the terms success and ultimate significance?

20.
What are the most important things this chapter communicates about God's character?

FOR LIFE TODAY

21.
If you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

22.
Which of the qualities and conditions in verses 3-10 are the hardest for you to experience in your own life?

23.
What implications do you find in verses 17-19 for the way we view the Scriptures?

24.
Look again at verses 29-30. Do you think there's a danger of responding too drastically to sin? If so, how commonly does this seem to happen in the lives of Christians you know?

25.
How would you use verses 31-32 to help a Christian who was considering divorce?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look again at what Jesus said in verse 17, and compare it with the following list of passages. What do they reveal about how Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament Scriptures?—Matt 12:39-40; 13:13-15,34-35, and 22:34-40.

MATTHEW 6

Startup: What kind of responsibilities or relationships in life are the easiest for you not to be anxious and troubled about?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
How would you describe the basic mindset or attitude in life which Jesus is teaching in this chapter?

2.
What teachings in this chapter do you find hardest to understand?

3.
Does the word righteous mean the same thing in verse 1 as it does in verse 33? (Explain your answer.)

4.
Jesus speaks three times in this chapter about God's reward for those who please Him (verses 4,6, and 18). What do you think this reward is?

5.
Review verses 5-15. From what you see here, what perspective does Jesus want us to have about prayer?

6.
Review the "Lord's Prayer" in verses 9-13, then try restating it in completely different language, without using any words from the original (except those that are three letters or less). You may want to go around the group and have each person paraphrase one line from the prayer.

7.
What do you think Jesus means in the last verse in this chapter when He says that tomorrow will "worry about itself" or "care for itself"?

8.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: What five words will complete this quotation from Jesus: "For where your treasure is, there..." (See verse 21.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
With verses 4,6, and 18 in mind, discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: It is only what we do privately for God that will bring us a reward from Him.

10.
Think about verses 14 and 15. Why is forgiveness so important for us to practice in life?

11.
In verses 22-23, what would you say the lamp represents, and what does the eye represent?

12.
In verses 22-23 would you say Jesus' main point is more about salvation, more about spiritual understanding, or more about warfare against Satan? Explain your answer.

13.
If you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

14.
What are the most important things this chapter communicates about God's character?

FOR LIFE TODAY

15.
On a scale of one to ten (one = "very poor," ten = "very fulfilling and meaningful"), how would you rate the quality of your "secret life" with God—the things you do in service to Him that only He really knows about?

16.
How could you use verses 5-15 to help teach a new Christian how to pray?

17.
Think again about verses 14-15. How hard is it for you to forgive others? How hard is it for you to ask for forgiveness?

18.
What treasures would you like to be storing in heaven?

19.
Is the "seeking" which Jesus mentions in verse 33 meant to be a lifelong seeking? If so, how much "finding" should we expect to experience in this life on earth? Will we ever be able to get by with less and less seeking?

20.
What insight does this chapter offer regarding a godly perspective toward material possessions?

21.
How could you use this chapter to help a new Christian who doubted his or her worth in God's eyes?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare verse 34 with Prov 27:1. What underlying principles would you say are the same for both verses?

MATTHEW 7

Startup: Talk about any memories you may have of not receiving something valuable simply because you failed to ask for it, or to ask for it enough.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
How would you restate the "Golden Rule" (verse 12) in your own words?

2.
In the familiar illustration which Jesus gives in verses 24-27, what does He mean by the "rock"?

3.
How would you describe the basic mindset or attitude in life which Jesus is teaching in this chapter?

4.
Which teachings in this chapter do you find hardest to understand?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: What is it that made the crowds of people so amazed or astonished by the teachings of Jesus? (See verses 28-29.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
Once again, if you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

7.
Verses 7-8 teach us to pray with confidence. What is the true basis of that confidence?

8.
Do you think verses 21-23 were meant to scare us, to comfort us, or something else entirely? (Explain your answer.)

9.
What are the most important things this chapter communicates about God's character?

FOR LIFE TODAY

10.
If we fully obey verses 1-2, do you think it's a guarantee that we won't be unfairly criticized by others? If not, then what does this verse really mean?

11.
Jesus tells us to ask and to seek and to knock (verses 7-8). Look together at each of the following verses in this chapter, and think carefully about what Jesus is teaching us there. Then express each one in the form of a model prayer that any Christian could use—or a prayer that specifically fits your life right now: verses 2,5,12,14,21, and 24.

12.
Think about verses 13-14. What is "narrow" about the path in life which you have chosen?

13.
Review verses 15-20. Has there been a time when you have followed these guidelines and have recognized false Christian teaching?

14.
Look at the amazement or astonishment mentioned in verses 28-29. What surprises you about the teaching of Jesus?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare what verses 13-14 imply about our security in life with what verses 24-27 teach about the same subject. How do these passages complement each other?

MATTHEW 8

Startup: The stigma often associated today with the AIDS virus is sometimes compared with the way in which people with leprosy were treated in the past. What have been your own thoughts about associating with persons with AIDS?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Once again, take a "walk" together through the incidents in this chapter. Using your imagination, talk about the kinds of sights, smells, sounds, and feelings you might experience.

2.
How do you see the power of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

3.
How is the character of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

4.
How is the purpose of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the incident where Jesus calmed the furious storm while He and the disciples were out on the Sea of Galilee, does the passage (verses 22-27) tell us who got into the boat first? If so, who was it?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
From what you see in this chapter, what does it really mean to "follow Jesus"?

7.
In the incident in verses 23-27, how do you think the disciples would have responded to the storm if they had had more faith? How exactly did Jesus want them to respond?

8.
If the disciples in the boat had truly responded in faith when the storm hit, do you think there were some even greater lessons they could have learned? If so, what might these have been?

9.
How would you compare the power of the storm in verse 24 with the power of the demons in verses 28-32?

10.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

11.
Imagine you were helping to produce a film based on this chapter. Describe the kinds of scenery, supporting characters, background music, lighting effects, etc., you would use to portray this chapter's central message.

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
In Col 3:1 we read this command: "Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God." What have you personally observed about Jesus Christ in this chapter that would be worthy of setting your heart on?

13.
Look at the command Jesus gave in verse 22. How might this verse apply to us? How should we "let the dead bury their own dead"?

14.
Think again about verses 23-27, especially the words Jesus spoke in verse 26. Is it wrong to ever be afraid? Is it possible to have faith and yet still experience fear?

15.
What are some "storms" in your life —the " winds" and "waves" that have given you fear or anxiety? How have you seen that the Lord has power over them?

FOR GOING DEEPER

In verse 20, Jesus calls Himself "the Son of Man." This is the title Jesus uses most often for Himself in the gospels. Look at any or all of the following additional passages in Matthew in which Jesus calls Himself this. Discuss together the significance of this title—9:6; 11:19; 12:8,40; 13:41; 16:13,27-28; 17:9,22; 20:28; 24:30,44, and 26:64.

MATTHEW 9

Startup: Talk about any experiences you've had with people who had some kind of physical paralysis. How did it affect them mentally and emotionally?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Imagine that you are a roving reporter for the "Jerusalem Journal." In a few sentences, how would you describe what happened in this chapter?

2.
Review verses 1-8, especially the reaction of the crowds in verse 8. What exactly was it that impressed these people about Jesus?

3.
What does Jesus mean by the word righteous in the way He uses it in verse 13?

4.
Look again at the story of the two blind men in verses 27-30 whose sight was restored by Jesus. What kind of words do you think came from their mouths as they suddenly were able to see each other (and everything and everyone else as well)?

5.
What does this chapter teach us about the power of Jesus?

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the last verse of this chapter, Jesus gave His disciples a brief, specific request to ask of God. What was that request?

7.
In light of what you've seen so far in Matthew, how would you describe one of the "workers" or "laborers" which Jesus talks about in verse 38?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

8.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, what would you say the disciple Matthew considered to be the most important things in life?

9.
From what you've seen in this chapter, what does it really mean to "follow Jesus"?

FOR LIFE TODAY

10.
Notice the encounters Jesus had in this chapter with both sexes. In what ways do you see that following Jesus Christ enhances your manhood or your womanhood?

11.
Look again at verse 8. How does Jesus demonstrate His authority today, so that people can see and give praise to God?

12.
Look at Jesus' answer to John's disciples in verse 15. Is the Bridegroom still with us? Is it now time to feast, or to fast?

13.
The command in verse 38 is tied to verse 37. To what degree is what Jesus said in verse 37 still true today?

FOR GOING DEEPER

In verse 13, Jesus quotes a statement God makes in Hos 6:6, and tells the Pharisees to go and learn what it means. Look ahead to Matt 12:7, where Jesus quotes the verse again. Why do you think this was such an important verse to Jesus at this time?

MATTHEW 10

Startup: Recall a time in your life when you started on some new and challenging job or project or mission. What was it exactly that made it exciting for you?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Imagine that you are the disciple Peter, and that you're writing a quick letter to your family back home. Give a few sample lines of how you would describe what it was like to experience what the disciples experienced in this chapter.

2.
Look again at verse 5. Why do you think Jesus at this time sent His disciples only to the Jews?

3.
Look in verse 7 at the preaching message which Jesus gave to the disciples. How does it compare with the message He Himself preached, and the message John the Baptist preached? (Refer back to 3:2 and 4:17.)

4.
Look at the last part of verse 8. What exactly had the disciples received for "free"?

5.
Look together at verse 41. How would you define what a "righteous man" really is?

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the first verse of the chapter, Jesus gave His disciples authority to do two things. What were they?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
What do you think Jesus meant by his command in the last part of verse 16?

8.
From what you've seen in this chapter, what does it mean —or what can it mean, for some people—to "follow Jesus"?

9.
Again, if you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

FOR LIFE TODAY

10.
In verse 1, look at the authority which Jesus gave to His twelve disciples. Do we have this same authority today?

11.
Look again at the last sentence in verse 8. How does that principle apply to us today?

12.
Look at the last part of verse 10. How would you say that this principle applies today in our churches and ministries?

13.
Look again at the command in the last part of verse 16. What are some valid ways in which we could apply this principle today?

14.
Look at what Jesus promised His disciples in verse 22. How hard is it for you to endure hatred from others?

15.
Jesus encouraged us in Matt 7:7 to ask and to seek and to knock. With this confidence in mind, look together at verses 32,37,38, and 39 in this chapter, and think carefully about what Jesus is teaching us there. Then express each verse in the form of a model prayer any Christian could use—or a prayer that specifically fits your life right now.

FOR GOING DEEPER

Review the prophetic words which Jesus spoke to the disciples in verses 17-18. Then look together at how these words came true in Acts 5:27-41, and Acts 12:1-5. Look also in Acts 26:9-11 at the confession of someone who persecuted Christians.

MATTHEW 11

Startup: Talk about any time you can. remember when you needed or wanted more proof of how reliable someone or something was.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
What do you think might have caused the doubts about Jesus which John the Baptist expressed in verse 2?

2.
In your own words, how would you state what Jesus said in verse 11?

3.
In verse 14, Jesus compared John the Baptist to the prophet Elijah. For helpful background on Elijah, look at Mal 4:5; 1 Kings 19:3-19, and 2 Kings 2:11. Also look ahead to Matt 17:11-13.

4.
Would you describe the words of Jesus in verses 28 and 29 as a command, an invitation, a plea—or all three? Explain your answer.

5.
Try stating the passage in verses 28-30 in completely different language, without using any words from the original (except those that are three letters or less).

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter, Jesus offers all of His listeners a specific gift. What is that gift? (See verse 28.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
What do we learn in this chapter about the relationship between John the Baptist's ministry and the ministry of Jesus?

8.
Look at the last sentence in verse 19, then look together at James 3:13. What do these verses teach us about wisdom?

9.
Look closely at verses 25-27. What does this passage teach us about (a) Jesus' relationship to God, (b) God's relationship to us, and (c) our relationship to Jesus?

10.
Would you say that the rest Jesus promises in verse 28 is available at all times for Christians, or are there times when God does not want us to experience this kind of "rest"?

11.
What do you think might be the most interesting thing in this chapter to someone who was learning about Jesus Christ for the first time, and why?

FOR LIFE TODAY

12.
How could you use verses 2-6 to help a young believer who was beginning to have doubts about Jesus?

13.
Look at the words Jesus spoke about His generation in verses 16-18. In what ways could these verses apply to our generation today?

14.
In verses 20-24, look at the reasons for which Jesus pronounced judgment upon certain cities. In what ways could some of our cities today fall under the same judgment?

15.
Look at the two kinds of people Jesus mentions in His prayer in verse 25. In what ways do you fit into either or both of these categories?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the words of Jesus in verses 28-30 with His words in John 6:37. What attitudes or attributes of Jesus do you see in both passages?

MATTHEW 12

Startup: Talk about any experience you've had with "bending" or breaking a rule or law in order to do something you felt was right and important.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In the incident described in verses 1-8, what one or two words would you say best describe the disciples here? What one or two words best describe the Pharisees in this incident? What one or two words best describe Jesus here?

2.
For helpful background on verse 2, look together at Ex 34:21.

3.
For helpful background on verses 34, look together at 1 Sam 21:1-6 and Deut 23:25. Take a look also at God's instructions for baking the Sabbath bread in Lev 24:5-9.

4.
For helpful background on verse 5, look together at Num 28:9-10, where God talks about some "work" to do (offering sacrifices) on the Sabbath.

5.
From all that you see in verses 9-14, what one or two words would you say best describe the people Jesus spoke to in verse 11? What one or two words best describe Jesus here? What one or two words best describe the man with the injured hand?

6.
In verses 17-21, what images stand out most to you in the words quoted from Isa 42?

7.
If verses 17-21 were the very first and only words you had ever heard about the Messiah—the Son of God—how would you describe His character, in your own words?

8.
From what you've seen so far in Matthew, how would you describe the attitude which the Pharisees and religious teachers have toward Jesus at this point in His ministry?

9.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter, Jesus compared Himself to two well-known Old Testament characters, saying that He was greater than either of them. Who were these two men? (See verses 41-42.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

10.
In verse 7, Jesus quotes a statement that God makes in Hos 6:6, and says that the Pharisees did not know the meaning of these words. Look carefully at this statement Jesus quoted; what does it mean?

11.
Why do you think the Pharisees did not understand the verse Jesus quoted in verse 7?

12.
Jesus says in verse 8 that He is "Lord of the Sabbath." By saying this, what was He trying to communicate to the Pharisees?

13.
What does verse 8 imply about Jesus' relationship to the Old Testament law?

14.
How do you think the man with the injured hand would have answered the question in verse 10?

15.
Explain how much you agree or disagree with this statement: In verses 1-14, the most important lesson for both the Pharisees and the disciples had to do with their understanding of Jesus, not their understanding of the Sabbath.

16.
Why do you think Jesus did what He did in verse 16?

17.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

18.
Matt 12 is often considered a key chapter, a key turning point in the book of Matthew. Why do you think this is so?

FOR LIFE TODAY

19.
How might verse 6 be applied to the way we worship God today?

20.
As you think about verse 7, ask yourself this question: In the way I live my Christian life, which (if either) is more important to me: sacrifice, or showing mercy and compassion?

21.
What does the Sabbath mean to you in your life?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Notice in verses 24-28 that the devil is called both "Satan" and "Beelzebub" or "Beelzebul.." Matthew's gospel teaches us much about the devil. Discuss together what we can learn about him in these verses: 4:1-11; 13:37-39; 16:22-23, and 25:41.

MATTHEW 13

Startup: Talk about any experiences you've had with farming or gardening—and focus on what you may have learned about the best planting methods.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Review the parable of the sower and the soils in verses 3-9. In what ways is this parable a warning to us? In what ways is it an encouragement?

2.
In verse 9, what kind of "ears" is Jesus talking about?

3.
What does verse 11 imply about the choices God makes?

4.
What does the last verse in this chapter imply about the power and the will of God?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In His explanation of the parable of the sower and the soils, what did Jesus say the thorns stood for? (See verse 22.)

6.
Look closely at verses 34-35. What kinds of things were "hidden" for all of history until Jesus began His teaching ministry?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
If this chapter was the only Scripture portion you had, what biblical definition would you give for the term kingdom of heaven?

8.
From what you see in verses 10-13, is it accurate to say that Jesus was hiding the truth from some people?

9.
Look at the last half of verse 15. What lessons could be drawn from this verse about what it means to truly know God?

10.
From what you see in this chapter, what is a parable, and what is its purpose?

FOR LIFE TODAY

11.
Jesus encouraged us in Matt 7:7 to ask and to seek and to knock. With this confidence in mind, look together at verses 44-46 in this chapter, and think carefully about what Jesus is teaching us there. Then express this passage in the form of a model prayer that any Christian could use—or a prayer that specifically fits your life right now.

12.
Look at what Jesus said to His disciples in verse 11. Has the Lord also given to you what was given to the disciples?

13.
How could you paraphrase the last half of verse 15 and make it into a prayer for yourself?

14.
In line with what Jesus says in verse 23, describe as fully as possible what it takes for us to be "good soil"?

15.
Notice how the parable of the weeds in verses 24-30 is explained later by Jesus in verses 36-43. From what you see here, is it right for us to try to seek out and destroy the "weeds" in the church today?

16.
Look at verses 44-46. Have you ever felt like either of these two men?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Notice the use of the word fulfilled in verses 14 and 35. This is an important and frequently used word in Matthew's gospel. Review together the principle of fulfillment which Jesus expressed in 5:17, then discuss together the following passages where the words full or fulfilled are used: 1:21-23; 2:14-15; 3:13-15; 4:13-16; 8:16-17; 12:15-21; 21:1-5, and 26:54-56.

MATTHEW 14

Startup: Talk about hardships you may have experienced that were due to your standing up for what you believed was right.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
This chapter focuses on three very different events in very different circumstances. Take a "walk" together through all three incidents, being observant of everything around you. Using your imagination, talk about the kinds of sights, smells, sounds, and feelings you might experience.

2.
Focus in particular on the incident in verses 22-33. Imagine that you're Peter, and you're explaining later on to others what happened here. How would you describe it?

3.
From what you see in this chapter, how would you describe the character and personality of King Herod?

4.
What do verses 13-14 reveal about the character of Jesus?

5.
From what you've seen so far in Matthew, how much of His schedule was Jesus able to spend alone? Why did He make time for this?

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: When Jesus fed the five thousand, how many bread loaves and how many fish did He begin with, and how many basketfuls of leftovers were there? (See verses 19-20.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

7.
From the evidence in verses 16-21, draw as many conclusions as you can about the power of Jesus.

8.
From the evidence in verses 22-33, draw as many conclusions as you can about faith.

9.
From what you see in this chapter, why did Jesus perform miracles?

10.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

FOR LIFE TODAY

11.
What guidelines for people in ministry today can you find in Jesus' example in this chapter?

12.
From the way Jesus seemed to handle the news of John's death (in verses 13-14, and 22-23), what possible guidelines can you discover for dealing with grief in our lives today?

FOR GOING DEEPER

What else do you learn about this King Herod from Mark 6:20, from the prayer in Acts 4:27, and from Acts 12:19-23?
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