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MATTHEW 3

Startup: According to your personality, are you a person who usually welcomes new ideas, or one who tends to resist changes?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In what ways do you see John the Baptist fulfilling the prophecy mentioned in verse 3?

2.
John's popular appeal is mentioned in verse 5. How would you explain the reasons for his appeal?

3.
Express in your own words the picture you get of Jesus in verses 11 and 12.

4.
In verse 12, what does John the Baptist mean by the words wheat and chaff?

5.
In what ways do you think Jesus' baptism could "fulfill all righteousness," according to His words in verse 15?

6.
What do we learn in verses 16-17 about the relationships between God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?

7.
Think carefully about verse 17. What was it about Jesus that was "pleasing" to God, and why did God want to tell Him?

8.
Who do you think God most wanted to hear His words in verse 17?

9.
As you think about this chapter, how would you state in your own words the response required from people upon the arrival of the kingdom of heaven?

10.
EYE FOR DETAIL—If everyone in the group has read the entire chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Where did Jesus come from when He came to John at the Jordan River to be baptized? (See verse 13.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

11.
In your own words, what was the essential message that John the Baptist proclaimed?

12.
How would you describe the tone of John's message—and how do you tend to respond to others who speak in that tone?

13.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, what would you say John the Baptist considered to be the most important things in life?

14.
Look together at verse 11. In what way does Jesus baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire?

15.
What does this chapter teach us about baptism?

16.
In verse 16, what significance do you see in the Holy Spirit's appearance in the form of a dove?

FOR LIFE TODAY

17.
In verse 8, John told the Sadducees and Pharisees to produce "fruit" in their lives that was consistent with repentance. For people in our churches today, what kind of "fruit" do you think this should be?

18.
Look again at verse 11. What fire have you seen in your life?

19.
Jesus' preparation for His ministry will continue in the next chapter. Taking Jesus' example as a model for us, what kind of preparation would you say we need for having an effective ministry for God?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look ahead to Matt 21:32, where Jesus describes the purpose for John the Baptist's ministry How do John's words and actions in this chapter compare with the description Jesus gives later?
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