MARK

OVERVIEW

(Discuss these OVERVIEW questions both at the beginning of your study of Mark, and again after you've studied together all 16 chapters. Your answers may change significantly once you've looked more closely at the entire book.)

Startup: What pictures or words come to your mind when you think of the term servant?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Look together at 1 Peter 2:21. Suppose you had never read any of the gospels before, but someone told you this verse was an excellent summary of what's written in the Bible about Jesus. What would you therefore expect to find while reading through the gospel of Mark for the first time?

2.
If anyone in your group has a Bible with the words of Jesus in red, look on together as you scan through the pages of Matthew and Mark. Which of these gospels puts more emphasis on Jesus' teachings, and which one seems to emphasize His actions?

3.
To learn more about the author of this gospel, Mark (also known as John Mark, or simply John), look together at Acts 12:25-13:5,13, and 15:36-40; Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11; Philem 24; and 1 Peter 5:13. From this evidence, what kind of person would you guess Mark to be? What were, perhaps, the major events of his life?

4.
Bible teachers often point out the fast pace with which the narrative moves along in Mark. For example, scan the first chapter, and notice how many times the words immediately or at once or straightway are used to describe the action.

5.
Look also at the list of "Questions to Ask as You Begin Your Study of Each Book".

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
Compare the way in which this gospel begins (Mark 1:1), with the way the other three gospels begin (in Matt 1:1-17, Luke 1:1-4, and John 1:1-18). What do these different "start-up styles" tell you about the purpose of each gospel?

7.
Scan this book together to see how many miracles of Jesus you can find. As you identify them this way, what kind of impression do they give you of Jesus?

FOR LIFE TODAY

8.
How can you ensure that your study of Mark is not merely theoretical and intellectual, but is instead truly practical and relevant? Talk together about this. What can you do to help keep the process alive and interesting?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Bible teachers often present Mark as the gospel that especially presents Jesus as "the Servant of God"; in Mark, the servanthood of Jesus—serving both God and man—is clearly apparent, along with His power and authority. From what you know of all four gospels, how does this emphasis in Mark come through in comparison?

MARK 1

Startup: The first verse in this chapter is like a title to the entire gospel of Mark. If you were able to write down a full account of what the Lord has done in your life, what title would you like to give it?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In what ways do you see John the Baptist fulfilling the prophecy mentioned in verses 2-3?

2.
Review together verses 12-13. You'll find longer accounts of Satan's temptation of Jesus in Matt 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13. In Mark's shorter version, what might have been Mark's reasons for emphasizing the particular points he chose to tell about?

3.
In verse 14 we read that Jesus was proclaiming the gospel—the good news of God. From what you see in verse 15 and what you read elsewhere about His teachings and ministry, what really was this good news Jesus preached?

4.
Mark's gospel does not include information about Jesus' birth or childhood. But what are the most important things it does say about Jesus before His ministry begins in verse 14?

5.
What does verse 35 tell us about the character and personality of Jesus?

6.
EYE FOR DETAIL—If everyone in the group has read the entire chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: How does this chapter describe John the Baptist's clothing and his food? (For the answer, see verse 6.)

7.
What do we learn in verses 10-11 about the relationships between God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?

8.
Look also at the list of "Questions to Ask as You Study Each Chapter", which you may want to do for each chapter in Mark.

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
In your own words, what was the essential message John the Baptist proclaimed?

10.
John's popular appeal is mentioned in verse 5. How would you explain the reasons for his appeal?

11.
Look together at verse 11. In your opinion, what was it about Jesus that was "pleasing" to God, and why did God want to tell Him?

12.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

13.
What in this chapter do you think might be the most interesting to someone who was learning about Jesus Christ for the first time?

FOR LIFE TODAY

14.
Review verses 16-17. In your opinion, what are the most important things we need to learn from Jesus in order to become "fishers of men"?

15.
Look at the amazement or astonishment mentioned in verse 22. What surprises you about the teaching of Jesus?

16.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important—and why?

17.
This chapter shows the growing fame of Jesus in His early ministry. For people today, how would you define the difference between admiring Jesus and loving Him?

18.
Jesus' life has been called the most exciting life ever lived. Are you convinced this is true? Why or why not? How important to you personally is this dimension of Jesus?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Authority (also translated as power in some versions) is a key word in this gospel. Notice how it's used in connection with Jesus in verses 22 and 27. Look also at the following passages later in Mark where this word is used, and describe how they together teach us about the authority Jesus possesses, and the authority He gives—2:8-12; 3:14-15; 6:7-13, and 11:27-33.

MARK 2

Startup: Talk together about any times when you may have been bedridden because of an illness or injury. What was going on in your mind while your body was so confined?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Take a "walk" together through the incidents that happen in this chapter: Using your imagination, talk about the kinds of sights, smells, sounds, and feelings you might experience.

2.
Review verses 1-12, especially the reaction of the crowds in verse 12. What exactly was it that impressed these people about Jesus?

3.
In the way Jesus uses the word righteous in verse 17, what does He mean by it?

4.
In the incident described in verses 23-28, what one or two words would you say best describe the disciples here? What one or two words best describe the Pharisees in this incident? What one or two words best describe Jesus here?

5.
For helpful background on verse 24, look together at Ex 34:21.

6.
For helpful background on verses 25-26, look together at 1 Sam 21:1-6 and Deut 23:25. Take a look also at God's instructions for baking the Sabbath bread in Lev 24:5-9.

7.
Jesus says in verse 27 that God made the Sabbath for man, not man for the Sabbath. As you understand it, what use for man does the Sabbath serve? (You may want to look together at Ex 20:8-11 and 31:12-17.)

8.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: Often in the gospel of Mark, Jesus' teaching appears to be prompted by a specific circumstance or question that will help His listeners to better understand His message. In verses 18-22, what's the main point Jesus is making, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

9.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: What city is the location of this chapter's opening scene, in which the paralyzed man is lowered through the roof? (See verse 1.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

10.
What lessons about faith can you draw from the incident in verses 3-12?

11.
Explain how much you agree or disagree with this statement: In verses 23-28, the most important lesson for both the Pharisees and the disciples had to do with their understanding of Jesus, not their understanding of the Sabbath.

12.
What does verse 28 imply about Jesus' relationship to the Old Testament law?

13.
Jesus says in verse 28 that He is "Lord even of the Sabbath." By saying this, what was He trying to communicate to the Pharisees?

14.
Imagine you were helping to produce a film based on this chapter. Describe the kinds of scenery, supporting characters, background music, lighting effects, etc., which you would use to portray this chapter's central message.

FOR LIFE TODAY

15.
Look again at verse 12. How does Jesus demonstrate His authority today so people can see and give praise to God?

16.
Look at Jesus' answer to John's disciples in verses 19-20. Is the Bridegroom still with us? Is it time now to feast, or to fast?

17.
What does the Sabbath mean to you in your life?

18.
In Col 3:1 we read this command: "Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God." What have you personally observed about Jesus Christ in this chapter that would be worthy of setting your heart on?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Jesus asks many questions in the gospel of Mark; in this chapter, for example, look at verses 8-9 and 19. Look also at the questions in the following list of verses in Mark, and discuss together what they tell us about Jesus' teaching style—3:4,23,33; 4:13,21,30,40; 8:17-21,27-29; 9:33; 10:18,38; 11:29-30; 12:15-16, and 14:48.

MARK 3

Startup: What's the most unusual thing you used your hand for today?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
TEACHABLE, MOMENT: In verses 1-6, What would you say is the main point Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

2.
From all you see in verses 1-6, what one or two words would you say best describe the people Jesus spoke to in verse 4? What one or two words best describe Jesus here? What one or two words best describe the man with the injured hand?

3.
From what you see in verse 2, how did these people view the power of Jesus?

4.
On a map, look together at the places mentioned in verse 8. Why do you think Jesus was having such widespread appeal?

5.
Imagine you are one of the men mentioned in verses 16-18, and that you're writing a letter to a friend. Give a few sample lines of how you would describe to your friend all that happened in this chapter.

6.
Another Teachable Moment: In verses 20-30, what would you say is the main point Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

7.
In your own words, how would you explain what Jesus is saying in verses 34-35?

8.
From what you've seen so far in Mark, how would you describe the attitude which the Pharisees and religious teachers have toward Jesus, at this point in His ministry?

9.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter we read that when the evil spirits saw Jesus, they fell down and cried out to Him. What is it that they cried out to Jesus? (See verse 11.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

10.
How do you think the man with the injured hand would have answered the question in verse 4?

11.
What would you say verse 5 tells us about the emotions, the values, and the character of Jesus?

12.
Why do you think Jesus did what He did in verse 12?

FOR LIFE TODAY

13.
Review the question Jesus asked in verse 4. Then tell how much you agree or disagree with this statement: If we are not doing good, we are doing evil; and if we are not saving life, we are destroying life.

14.
Look in verses 14-15 at what the twelve disciples were supposed to do and learn. Are we supposed to be doing and learning the same things?

15.
Keep in mind what Jesus says in verses 33-34 as you answer together this question: How can we experience more of a "family" feeling with other Christians?

16.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time—and why?

FOR GOING DEEPER

In verse 5, notice the emotions or human feelings which are evident in Jesus. Look together also at the following verses in Mark, and discuss together the picture they give of the human and emotional side of Jesus Christ: 4:38; 6:6,34; 7:34; 8:12; 10:14,21; 11:12; 14:34, and 15:34.

MARK 4

Startup: When someone is doing something for you, what in general is more important to you: the speed with which it is done, or the quality?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Review the parable of the sower and the soils in verses 1-25. In what ways is this parable a warning to us? In what ways is it an encouragement?

2.
In verse 9, what kind of "ears" is Jesus talking about?

3.
The parable of the growing seed in verses 26-29 is found only in the gospel of Mark. What's the major point of this parable?

4.
What in this chapter do you think might be most surprising to a new Christian reading it for the first time?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Before the disciples and Jesus got into the boat (which was later nearly swamped in the storm), what did Jesus say to them? (See verse 35.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
In what ways can you see Jesus demonstrating His authority in this chapter?

7.
From what you see in verses 10-12, is it accurate to say Jesus was hiding the truth from some people?

8.
Imagine you have a friend who has been blind for life. Tell how you would explain to this friend the meaning of verses 21-22.

9.
In the incident in verses 35-41, how do you think the disciples would have responded differently to the storm if they had had more faith? How exactly did Jesus want them to respond?

10.
If the disciples in the boat had truly responded in faith when the storm hit, do you think there were some even greater lessons they could have learned? If so, what might these have been?

11.
From what you see in this chapter, what really is a parable, and what is its purpose?

12.
If this chapter was the only Scripture portion you had, what biblical definition would you give for the term kingdom of God?

FOR LIFE TODAY

13.
Look at what Jesus said to His disciples in verse 11. Has the Lord also given to you what was given to the disciples?

14.
In line with what Jesus says in verse 20, describe as fully as possible what it takes for us to be "good soil"?

15.
Look closely at verses 24-25. What practical suggestions can you give for how to obey these words of Jesus?

16.
Think again about verses 35-41, especially the words Jesus spoke in verse 40. Is it wrong to ever be afraid? Is it possible to have faith and yet still experience fear?

17.
What are some "storms" in your life —the " winds" and "waves" that have given you fear or anxiety? How have you seen the Lord's power over them?

FOR GOING DEEPER

The kingdom of God is a central concept in the gospel of Mark. Notice how the phrase is used by Jesus in verses 11,26, and 30. Then look together at the following additional passages in Mark, and discuss these questions: What really is the kingdom of God, and how exactly does a person enter it?—1:15; 9:1,47; 10:14-15,23-25; 12:24, and 14:25.

MARK 5

Startup: Recall any time when you met someone who was either very scary or very repulsive, or both.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In three very different ways in this chapter, Jesus heals three very different people in three very different conditions. Despite these differences, what similarities can you see in all three situations?

2.
In verse 34, Jesus told the woman that her faith had healed her. Was faith involved in the other two healings in this chapter?

3.
Imagine you are a reporter for the "Galilee Gazette." In a few sentences, how would you describe what happened in verses 1-20?

4.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: The opening scene in the chapter tells about the demon-possessed man who lived in the tombs. What did he use to cut himself with? (See verse 5.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

5.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

FOR LIFE TODAY

6.
Notice the encounters Jesus had in this chapter with both sexes. In what ways do you see that following Jesus Christ enhances your manhood or your womanhood?

7.
Which verse in this chapter do you think God wants you to understand best?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look again at the strict orders Jesus gave in the last verse in this chapter. Then evaluate together these other verses in Mark, and discuss what Jesus' "publicity" strategy seemed to be, and how it developed: 1:34,43-45; 3:11-12; 7:36-37; 8:29-30; 9:9; 11:7-11; 12:35-37; 14:60-62, and 15:2.

MARK 6

Startup: Talk about any times when you may have felt overwhelmed by the spiritual needs you saw in a crowd of people.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
This chapter focuses around some very different events in very different circumstances. Take a "walk" together through them, being observant of everything around you. Using your imagination, talk about the kinds of sights, smells, sounds, and feelings you might experience.

2.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: In verses 1-6, what would you say is the main point Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

3.
Look in verse 12 at the message which the disciples preached. How does it compare with the message Jesus Himself preached, and the message John the Baptist preached? (Refer back to 1:4 and 1:15.)

4.
From what you see in verses 14-29, how would you describe the character and personality of King Herod?

5.
What picture do you get in verses 30-34 of the character of Jesus?

6.
Imagine you are a roving reporter for the "Jerusalem Journal." In a few sentences, how would you describe what happened in verses 30-44?

7.
From what you've seen so far in Mark, how much time was Jesus able to spend alone? And why did He make time for this?

8.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the opening scene of this chapter, in which Jesus visits his hometown of Nazareth, we are told He was surprised by something here. What was it that caused Him to "marvel" or "wonder" or to be "amazed," as various translations put it? (See verse 6.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

9.
In what ways can you see Jesus demonstrating His authority in this chapter?

10.
What do verses 5-6 imply about the power and the will of God?

11.
From the evidence in verses 39-44, draw as many conclusions as you can about the power of Jesus.

12.
What do you think may have caused the hardening of the disciples' hearts mentioned in verse 52?

13.
From what you see in this chapter, why did Jesus perform miracles?

14.
What in this chapter do you think might be the most interesting to someone who was learning about Jesus Christ for the first time, and why?

FOR LIFE TODAY

15.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time—and why?

16.
In verse 7, look at the authority which Jesus gave to His twelve disciples. Do we have this same authority today?

17.
If you are, or ever plan to be, a teacher, what instruction and inspiration could you draw from verse 34?

18.
From what Jesus did for the people with the loaves and fish in verses 35-44, what principles can you derive to give you confidence in your own ministry?

19.
What guidelines for people in ministry today can you find in Jesus' example in this chapter?

20.
If God had written this chapter only for you, which words or phrases do you think He would have underlined?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look together at the prophecy of Ezek 34:23-31, and also at Ps 23:1. To what degree would you say these Old Testament passages find fulfillment in Mark 6:30-44?

MARK 7

Startup: What traditions in your family or from your background are the most meaningful to you?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Together, list aloud all the different kinds of people represented in this chapter. What would you say are the most prominent characteristics of each one?

2.
What different tones of voice do you think Jesus may have used in the various places where He is quoted in this chapter?

3.
Imagine yourself being present in the situation described in verses 1-23. In light of your own personality, what words spoken by Jesus in this passage stand out most to you?

4.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: In verses 1-8, what would you say is the main point Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

5.
What do the words of Jesus in verses 9-13 tell us about how God views our responsibility toward our parents?

6.
With your mind on what Jesus says in verses 20-23, look together at Jer 17:9. To what degree would you say Jesus here is teaching the same message found in this Old Testament passage?

7.
Look at the last verse in the incident described in verses 24-30. What questions or thoughts do you think may have been in the mind of this woman as she made her way home?

8.
The account in verses 32-36 of how Jesus healed a deaf and mute man is found only in Mark's gospel. Why do you think Jesus took this man away from the crowd to heal him, as verse 33 tells us?

9.
Why do you think Mark recorded the "sigh" of Jesus in verse 34? (Look together also at His sigh in 8:11-12, and compare the two situations.)

10.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Near the middle of this chapter, Jesus gave a long list of the evil things that come out of a person's heart. How many of these can you name? (See verses 21-22.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

11.
Think about verses 17-23, then discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: God is just as concerned with the "internals" of our lives as He is with the "externals"—He cares as much about what we are thinking as He does about what we are doing.

12.
Review what Jesus says in verses 18-23 about what makes a person "unclean." If this is what makes us unclean, what makes us clean?

13.
How complete would you say is the list of unclean actions in verses 21-22?

14.
Think carefully about the incident in verses 24-30. What does this passage show us about Jesus' obedience to His Father, and also about God's compassion? Are these two qualities in conflict here?

15.
From what you see in this chapter, how would you define the kind of religion that pleases God?

FOR LIFE TODAY

16.
Read over again verses 6-7. Does this mean that when we feel inwardly distant from God, we should not try to worship Him?

17.
How might our churches today be guilty of what Jesus condemns in verse 13?

18.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time—and why?

19.
What evidence do you find in verse 16 that could be used to help a Christian friend who had doubts about whether the Bible is truly God's Word?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare the list of sinful deeds and qualities in verses 21-22 with the lists you see in these passages: Rom 1:29-31; 1 Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21; and Rev 22:15.

MARK 8

Startup: Talk about any memorable lessons in life that you recall having had to learn more than once.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Compare the miraculous meal in verses 1-10 with the similar incident in Mark 6:30-44. How many differences can you find between these two incidents?

2.
Once again, take a "walk" together through the incidents that happen in this chapter. Using your imagination, talk about the kinds of sights, smells, sounds, and feelings you might experience in each scene that's presented here.

3.
How is the character of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

4.
How is the purpose of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

5.
Consider carefully verses 11-13. Why didn't Jesus just go ahead and show these people a miracle or two?

6.
What really is the "yeast" Jesus speaks of in verse 15, and why is it so dangerous?

7.
The story of the healing of the blind man in Bethsaida in verses 22-26 is recorded only in the gospel of Mark. Together as a group, summarize the sequence of events in this incident, then discuss why you think Jesus chose to accomplish this miracle in stages, instead of all at once.

8.
From what you've read about Jesus in Mark 7 and 8, how would you describe a typical day for Him at this time in His ministry?

9.
From what you've seen in the most recent chapters in Mark, how would you summarize the attitude which the Pharisees and religious teachers have toward Jesus, at this point in His ministry?

10.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In the city of Bethsaida, a blind man was brought to Jesus to be healed. Jesus led the man by the hand to the spot where this healing took place. Where was it? (See verse 23.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

11.
What do you think might be most surprising in this chapter to a new Christian reading it for the first time?

12.
Mark 8 is often considered a key chapter and a key turning point in the book of Mark. Why do you think this is so?

13.
Is the "yeast" still around today which Jesus describes in verse 15? If so, where?

14.
In much of this chapter, Jesus has begun to focus His ministry upon His disciples. What guidelines for today's discipleship training do you see in the way Jesus taught His disciples in verses 27-38?

15.
Why do you think Jesus gave the disciples the warning recorded in verse 30?

16.
Listen again to the sharp words Jesus spoke to Peter in verse 33. In your own understanding, what specifically were the "things of man" which Peter had in mind, and what were the "things of God" which he should have had in mind?

17.
Restate in your own words—and in the context of our lives today—the three things Jesus asks us to do in verse 34.

18.
What would you say verses 34-37 have to teach us about self-esteem?

19.
If you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first? FOR LIFE TODAY

20.
Thinking again of the "yeast" in verses 15-21, is it as hard for us to recognize this yeast today as it was for the disciples? Why or why not?

21.
Look at the question Jesus asks in verse 21. In what ways might the Lord be justified in asking this question of you today?

22.
As a group, answer as fully as possible the question Jesus asks in verse 29, as it relates to your lives today.

23.
How could you use verses 35-38 to help an unsaved friend who was afraid of being persecuted if he became a Christian?

24.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time—and why?

FOR GOING DEEPER

In verse 31, Jesus calls Himself "the Son of Man." This is the title Jesus uses most often for Himself in the gospels. Look at any or all of the following additional passages in Mark in which Jesus calls Himself this, and discuss together the significance of this title: 2:10,28; 8:31; 9:12; 10:45; 13:26; 14:41, and 14:62.

MARK 9

Startup: What experiences in nature or among people can you recall in which you sensed especially that you were witnessing a display of power?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Using your imagination, how would you describe the probable "atmosphere" of the incident recorded in verses 2-13?

2.
In verse 4, what do you know about Moses and Elijah that explains the significance of their presence here?

3.
What do you think might have been actually said by Moses and Elijah in their conversation with Jesus mentioned in verse 4? (You may want to look also at Luke 9:30-31.)

4.
Examine closely the words God spoke about Jesus in verse 7. Notice the different phrases that make up this quotation. What would you say is the significance of each phrase?

5.
Think carefully about verse 1, then explain how much you agree or disagree with this statement: The experience of the disciples in seeing Jesus transfigured on the mountain was a direct fulfillment of what Jesus said they would see in verse 1.

6.
Imagine you are a Bible-times version of a private detective, hired by the religious leaders in Jerusalem to spy on Jesus. What would you say in your latest report to them, based on what you observe in verses 14 to the end of the chapter?

7.
Were the words Jesus spoke in verse 19 meant to sound harsh? Why or why not?

8.
Look again at verse 19. In what ways did Jesus have to "put up with" the disciples?

9.
Imagine yourself being present in the situation described in verses 33-37. In light of your own personality, what words spoken by Jesus in these verses stand out most to you?

10.
What does it really mean to "welcome" a child in Jesus' name, as He tells us to do in verse 37?

11.
In as few words as possible, how would you summarize the principle Jesus is teaching in verse 37?

12.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: In verses 38-50, what are the main points Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand them?

13.
In as few words as possible, how would you summarize the principle Jesus is teaching in verses 43-48?

14.
Suppose you were a Bible translator for a remote tribe on a faraway continent, and this tribe did not have any experience or knowledge of salt. How would you explain what salt is, so they could understand the meaning of verse 50?

15.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter, what words does Jesus use to describe hell? (See verses 43-48.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

16.
From God's point of view, what was the purpose for Jesus' transfiguration (in verses 2-8)?

17.
 Notice Jesus' instructions to Peter, James, and John in verse 9. Imagine you are one of these three disciples, and Jesus has risen from the dead. You are now free to tell others about the mountaintop experience which we see in Matt 9. How would you go about explaining what happened that day to the other disciples?

18.
To see what Peter wrote later about his experiences in verses 1-8, look together at 2 Peter 1:16-18.   What seem to be the most important things Peter learned from being a witness to this transfiguration of Jesus?

19.
In the incident recorded in verses 14-29, what are the main lessons to be learned about faith?

20.
Again, if you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

FOR LIFE TODAY

21.
Look at the topic of the argument mentioned in verse 34. In what ways, if any, do we sometimes continue this argument today?

22.
Look closely at verse 40, and tell how much you agree or disagree with this statement: Unless you are actively working against the Lord and His will, then it's the same as working for His will. (You may want to also look together at Matt 12:30.)

23.
What are some ways in which it might be easy or tempting for us to violate what Jesus warns us against in verse 42?

24.
If a non-Christian friend told you he didn't believe there was any life after death, how could you use verses 43-48 to help you give a meaningful reply?

25.
What guidelines for today's discipleship training can you glean from the way Jesus taught His disciples in this chapter?

26.
If God had written this chapter only for you, which words or phrases do you think He would have underlined?

FOR GOING DEEPER

In verses 30-32 we see the second time in Mark when Jesus gives His disciples a prediction of His death and resurrection. Look also at the first of these predictions in 8:31-32, and another yet to come in 10:32-34. Look together at all three of them. What is the context for these predictions, how similar is each one, and what would you say is Jesus' apparent purpose or strategy in telling them?

MARK 10

Startup: In the way we read and study the Bible, what kind of mental habits can most easily block this gospel of Mark from coming alive in our minds and hearts?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Again, imagine you are a private detective hired by the religious leaders in Jerusalem to spy on Jesus. What would you say in your latest report to them, based on what you observe in this chapter?

2.
For helpful background on the divorce passage in verses 1-12, look together at Deut 24:1-4. Look also at Matt 5:31-32.

3.
How would you explain verse 14 in your own words?

4.
As you look over verses 17-31 (about conversations Jesus had with the rich young man, and then with the disciples), discuss this question: Is this passage more about possessions, more about relationships, or equally about both?

5.
Would you say verse 21 is more about actions, more about attitudes, or equally about both?

6.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: In verses 35-45, what would you say is the main point Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

7.
In verses 38 and 39, what "cup" do you think Jesus is talking about?

8.
How would you explain the meaning of the word ransom in verse 45?

9.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter, a man called Jesus "Good Teacher," and then asked Jesus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. Before he asked this question, the man did something else. What was it? (See verse 17.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

10.
What foundational principles about marriage do you see in verses 6-12?

11.
What would you say is the most important truth which Jesus is trying to teach in verses 21-30?

12.
Think about Peter's statement in verse 28. What does it imply about the disciples, and what does it imply about Jesus?

13.
What would you say is the key word or words in the statement Jesus makes in verses 29-30?

14.
Was it wrong for James and John to ask what they did in verse 37?

15.
Focus together on verses 41-45. In light of what you've seen in the book of Mark, how do you think Jesus would define the words serve and servant?

16.
In verse 45, Jesus said He came to give His life as a ransom for us. If we need a ransom—what does that say about us?

17.
Once more, if you were asked to summarize the most important "marks of Christian maturity" as taught in this chapter, which ones would you mention first?

FOR LIFE TODAY

18.
In Phil 4:8 we're given the following command: "Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy— think about such things." What food for thought can you find in this chapter that especially strikes you as being true, or noble, or right, or pure, or lovely, or admirable, or excellent, or praiseworthy?

19.
Look again at verses 11-12. How would you use this passage to help a Christian who was considering divorce?

20.
Review what Jesus commanded in verse 21. For whom, if anyone, is this command still valid today?

21.
With verse 27 in mind, discuss some "impossibilities" which you have seen God accomplish in your life, or in the life of someone close to you.

22.
In light of what Jesus says in verse 31, what kind of surprises do you think we're in for (even though Jesus has told us this beforehand)?

23.
From what Jesus says in verse 31, should we actually try to be "last"? If so, what does that mean?

24.
Would it be wrong for us today to ask the question which James and John asked in verse 37? Why or why not?

25.
Looking at verse 43, do you think it's right in God's eyes to want to be great in His kingdom? Why or why not?

26.
Discuss whether you think there's any danger for us today in applying verses 43-44 too literally.

27.
What guidelines for today's discipleship training can you glean from the way Jesus taught His disciples in this chapter?

28.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time?

FOR GOING DEEPER

In the list in verse 30, the word persecutions often catches the eye. Look together at the following verses in Mark, and discuss what they teach about the place of suffering in our discipleship: 8:34; 10:33-35,38-39, and 13:11-13.

MARK 11

Startup: If you discovered you had only one week to live, what questions would you ask yourself to help you live that last week wisely?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Keep the events of verses 7-10 in mind, as you discuss how much you agree or disagree with this statement: The cheering welcome and praise which Jesus received as He entered Jerusalem was rooted only in the people's misunderstanding of what kind of king He truly was, and this was proven by the way the crowds turned against Him later in the week.

2.
Imagine you are a roving reporter for the "Jerusalem Journal." In a few sentences, how would you describe what happened in the first half of this chapter?

3.
Review what was said and done in verses 12-17. How did this incident compare with an earlier one recorded in John 2:13-17?

4.
For background on Jesus' words about the Temple being a "house of prayer" (verse 17), look together at Isa 56:7.

5.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: In verses 20-25, what would you say is the main point Jesus makes in what He says, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

6.
How would you describe in your own words what Jesus teaches about faith in verses 22-24?

7.
What in this chapter do you think might be most surprising to a new Christian reading it for the first time?

8.
How is the character of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

9.
How is the purpose of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

10.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: In this chapter's account of Jesus in the temple, we read that He began driving out the buyers and sellers, and overturned the tables of the money-changers and the benches of those selling doves. This account also mentions one more thing Jesus did, besides reminding them about the true meaning of the temple. What was this other action that Jesus took? (See verse 16.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

11.
In this chapter, which of these character qualities in Jesus comes through most strongly to you: His compassion, His power, or His wisdom? (Explain your answer.)

12.
Look together at verses 12-14 and 20-25. This cursing of the fig tree is the last miracle recorded in Mark before Jesus' death. As you recall the other miracles you've seen in this book, what would you say are the reasons Jesus performed miracles?

13.
What do you think was the motive Jesus had for doing what He did in verses 12-17?

14.
Why do you think Jesus cursed the fig tree in verse 14?

15.
Look again at verses 22-24. Why does God place so much value on faith?

16.
Explain why you agree or disagree with this statement: Verse 23 in this chapter proves that Jesus approved of the practice of magic.

17.
Is Jesus giving us a "blank check" in verse 24? If not, then why does He make this statement?

18.
Think together about verse 25. Why is forgiveness so important for us to practice in life?

19.
What in this chapter do you think might be the most interesting to someone who was learning about Jesus Christ for the first time, and why?

20.
The Jesus we see in this gospel is not only fully God, but also fully human. From what you've seen so far in Mark, in what ways does Jesus show Himself to be the perfect model of manhood?

21.
In what ways can you see Jesus demonstrating His authority in this chapter?

22.
In this chapter, how could the Temple be compared with the fig tree Jesus cursed?

23.
Imagine that you saw earlier today a message written in fire in the sky. It was addressed to you by name, then continued with these words: Thus saith the Lord: "Read xxx, for I have something for you there." Which verse or verses in this chapter do you think He most likely would be referring to?

FOR LIFE TODAY

24.
Think again about verses 12-17. Do you feel there is anything in our churches today that corresponds to the activities of the people whom Jesus drove out of the Temple?

25.
Look again at verse 24. How will a person know whether or not he has enough faith when he's praying?

26.
Think again about verse 25. How hard is it for you to forgive others? How hard is it for you to ask for forgiveness?

27.
In verses 27-33 the focus is on the authority of Jesus and the authority of John the Baptist, both of which came from God. What authority do you have from God?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Compare what you see in verse 24 with the prayer principles in James 4:3. How do the principles from both passages work together?

MARK 12

Startup: If you could have been with Jesus during this last week before He was crucified, what question would you have most wanted to ask Him?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
With the opening parable of this chapter in mind, compare it with another interesting parable about a vineyard in Isa 5:1-7. What are the similarities, and what are the differences?

2.
Notice in verse 12 how the Jewish religious leaders responded to the parable Jesus tells at the beginning of this chapter. Then go back through the parable and identify each person or group of people, and who each one represents.

3.
Verse 13 says the religious leaders had laid a trap for Jesus. How do you think they expected the trap to work?

4.
Imagine you are one of the Pharisees or Herodians mentioned in verse 13. What kind of report would you make to the religious leaders who sent you, based on what you observe in this chapter?

5.
Does the question from the Sadducees in verse 18 appear to be a trap as well? Why or why not?

6.
For background on verse 19, look together at Deut 25:5-10.

7.
Imagine yourself being present in the situation described in verses 38-39. In light of your own personality, what words spoken by Jesus in these verses stand out most to you?

8.
Imagine you're a devout Jew from Rome, and you've come across the sea for the first time to visit Jerusalem for the Passover festival. The events in Mark 11 and 12 are your first exposure to Jesus of Nazareth; in fact, as far as you know, no one back home in Rome has even heard of this Man. What kind of impressions would you now have of Jesus, based on all you've seen in these last few days? (Look back over these two chapters to help you keep in mind all these events.)

9.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: What did the poor widow put into the temple treasury as her offering? (See verse 42.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

10.
How important would you say was the question which Jesus asked in verses 35-37?

11.
Why did Jesus have to suffer and die? Look again at verse 12. Then look ahead to 14:1-2,61-64, and 15:9-13, and discuss together what they show about the human reason for the suffering and death of Jesus.

12.
Now think about God's reason for the suffering and death of His Son, Jesus. Look back at these verses in Mark and discuss how clear these reasons were for Jesus: 8:31; 9:30-31; 10:32-34, and 10:45.

13.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, how do you think Jesus would define the terms success and ultimate significance?

14.
In what ways can you see Jesus demonstrating His authority in this chapter?

15.
From what you see in verses 41-44, how does God calculate the size of our gifts to Him?

FOR LIFE TODAY

16.
Think about verse 17. In your life, what things belong to God, and yet still must be given up to Him?

17.
Recalling verse 30, what portions of your heart or your soul or your mind are the hardest to love God with?

18.
What similarities would you point out between being a Jewish religious leader in the days when Jesus lived on earth, and being a pastor or other Christian leader today? What major differences would there be?

19.
Think carefully again about what Jesus says in verses 43-44. Then imagine Him evaluating the significance of your own giving on a scale of one to ten, in which ten equals the example of the poor widow in this passage, and one equals the example of the other rich people here. What score do you think He would probably assign to you?

20.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time?

FOR GOING DEEPER

When Jesus stated (in verses 29-31) the two most important commands, He used the word love in both of them. This word is used less in Mark than in any of the other three gospels. But look together at these other passages in Mark, and discuss how much you see the concept of love in them, even though the word isn't there—1:40-42; 3:31-35; 6:30-31; 9:38-41, and 14:4-9.

MARK 13

Startup: What are the biggest questions you have about the second coming of Christ?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
In his long discourse in this chapter, who is Jesus speaking to?

2.
Review carefully verses 1-4. What things do the disciples specifically want to know?

3.
What questions are raised in your mind by the words of Jesus in this chapter?

4.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: The very last thing Jesus says in this chapter is a brief command, and it could easily be considered the most important thing in the chapter. In many Bible translations this command is only one word. What is it?

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

5.
From what Jesus tells His disciples in this chapter, does He want them to think it will be a long time or a short time before the end of the present age?

6.
Who are "the elect" in verse 20, and what does this passage show us about them?

7.
Many Bible teachers regard verse 20 as one of the most important statements in this chapter. Why do you think this is so?

FOR LIFE TODAY

8.
Discuss how you respond inwardly to what you see in this chapter. Is it with anticipation? Fear? Confusion?

9.
How susceptible do you think you might be to the deceptions which Jesus warns about in verses 6 and 21-23?

10.
As you think about verses 9-13, what effect would you say persecution can have on our evangelism efforts?

11.
Look at what Jesus promised His disciples in verse 13. How hard is it for you to endure hatred from others?

12.
What exactly is the lesson to learn from the fig tree in verses 28-29, as it relates to us today?

13.
Review verses 32-37. Practically speaking, how do we stay alert and watchful today, in obedience to these words from Jesus?

14.
Look at the statement Jesus makes in verse 32. What difference in your life do you think it would make if you did know the exact day or hour when Jesus will return?

15.
Which of the predictions mentioned in this chapter would you say are taking place now?

16.
What would you say is the most important concept this chapter teaches us about our responsibility, as we wait for the end?

17.
How could you use verses 34-37 to help a friend whom you felt was living a "lazy" Christian life?

18.
Summarize the most important principles you've seen so far in Mark that tell Christians today how to "follow in the footsteps of Jesus."

FOR GOING DEEPER

In verse 32, Jesus speaks of "that day." Look together in these Old Testament passages and discuss the dramatic ways in which two of God's prophets also describe "that day"—Amos 8:3,9-10,13, and 9:11; and Mic 4:6-7; 5:10-15, and 7:12-13.

MARK 14

Startup: Talk about a particularly costly gift you can recall either giving or receiving.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
TEACHABLE MOMENT: In verses 1-9, what would you say is the main point Jesus makes, and what circumstance or question prepares His listeners to understand it?

2.
The woman mentioned in verses 3-9 is identified in John 12 as being Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus. From what you see in this chapter, what did Mary consider to be the most important things in life?

3.
For helpful background on Judas Iscariot, look together at Matt 26:14-16, Luke 22:47-48, and John 6:70-71; 12:4-6, and 17:12. In these passages, what choices do you see Judas making?

4.
How would you explain what Jesus means by the word covenant in verse 24?

5.
In verse 34, notice how deep the sorrow was which Jesus experienced. How would you explain this verse to a child?

6.
If you were able to ask Mark, "Why did you include verses 51-52 in your gospel?" how do you think he would answer?

7.
How is the character of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

8.
How is the purpose of Jesus demonstrated in this chapter?

9.
What in this chapter do you think might be most surprising to a new Christian reading it for the first time?

10.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: As Jesus gave bread and wine to His disciples, He called the bread His “body,” and then gave a longer description of the cup. What was this longer description? (See verses 23-24.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

11.
From the evidence you see in this chapter, how would you describe Simon Peter's relationship with Jesus?

12.
How would you explain the meaning of what Jesus did and said in verses 22-24 to someone who had never seen or heard this passage?

13.
With verse 36 in mind, look back at Mark 11:24. In His prayer in Gethsemane, is Jesus now violating the guideline which He earlier gave His disciples? Explain your answer.

14.
Why do you think Jesus gave no answer to the high priest's questioning in verse 60, and yet immediately gave a clear and extended answer to the high priest's question in verse 61?

15.
In what ways can you see Jesus demonstrating His authority in this chapter?

FOR LIFE TODAY

16.
What actions can we do that, in God's eyes, would be equivalent to what the woman did with the perfume in verse 3? Or is it truly too late?

17.
Is there any sense today in which we are called upon to "keep watch" with Jesus, as the disciples were called to do in verses 34-38?

18.
Look again at the action (or lack of action) by the disciples in verse 50. What warning, if any, do you see for us today in their example?

19.
Review in verses 63-65 the guilty verdict against Jesus from the high priest and the other religious leaders. What do people "accuse" Jesus of today?

20.
In light of how you're doing spiritually in your life today, which verse in this chapter do you think is the most important at this time—and why?

21.
Remember again the command in Col 3:1—"Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God." What have you personally observed about Jesus Christ in this chapter that would be worthy of setting your heart on?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Look at the following other gospel passages, and discuss these other events in the trial of Jesus which Mark does not record: John 18:12-14 and 18:19-24; and Luke 23:6-12.

MARK 15

Startup: Discuss together the times in life when you felt most alone.

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
As best as you can, walk your way through the events of this chapter as if you were Jesus Himself, feeling what He felt, seeing what He saw, hearing what He heard. Describe to one another the sensations that come to your Imagination.

2.
This chapter records only two brief sentences spoken by Jesus. Investigate them, and talk about their significance for Jesus Himself, and for all Christians.

3.
For background on Jesus' silence in verse 5 (see also verse 61 in the last chapter), look together at the prophecy in Isa 53:7.

4.
From what you see in verses 2-15, what kind of a man was Pilate?

5.
EYE FOR DETAIL—From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: Joseph of Arimathea was the man who took down Jesus' body from the cross and placed it in a tomb. Mark describes Joseph as a prominent member of the Jewish ruling council, and also gives a detail about Joseph's spiritual life. What detail was this: (See verse 43.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

6.
How do you think verse 34 relates to what Jesus prayed in Mark 14:36?

FOR LIFE TODAY

7.
No one is crying to physically crucify us today-but what does Jesus' example in this chapter mean personally for your life?

8.
Of the most important events and truths in this chapter, which do you think are the easiest for Christians to forget about?

FOR GOING DEEPER

For the disciples of Jesus, His trial, crucifixion, and burial-and soon afterward, His resurrection-were traumatic events that pounded their senses and emotions, and affected each of them in a different and powerful way. This is reflected well in the four different accounts of these events which the gospel writers give. For example, look up the following references to see together how each gospel records what happened from the time Jesus arrived at Golgotha (Calvary), to the moment He died. What unique details does each gospel bring out?-Matt 27:33-50, Mark 15:22-37; Luke 23:33-46; and John 19:17-30.

MARK 16

Startup: Practically speaking, what would you say is the most important thing you have to do in the time you have remaining on earth?

SEEING WHAT'S THERE

1.
Examine each part of the angel's message to the women in verses 6-7. What was the importance of each part?

2.
For examples of what Jesus spoke about in verses 17-18, look together at these passages in the book of Acts — 3:2-8; 5:15-16; 8:6-7, and 28:3-5.

3.
EYE FOR DETAIL-From what you recall seeing in this chapter, try answering the following question without looking at your Bible: What are the names of the three women who are mentioned here as taking spices to the tomb ofJesus? (See verse 1.)

CAPTURE THE ESSENCE

4.
What would you say this chapter teaches us about faith and about baptism?

FOR LIFE TODAY

5.
How could you use verse 16 to help an unsaved friend who seemed to understand his need for salvation, but kept postponing a definite decision to entrust his life to Christ?

6.
Look again at verses 15-16. Then identify together the kinds of people in your community whom you would say probably know the least about the living Lord Jesus Christ. What else are these people like? What do they do in daily life? Where do they live? Now, imagine God has brought you together with a small group of these people, and in this meeting they indicate a genuine desire to understand who Jesus is and what He has done. From what you have seen in the gospel of Mark, what are the most important things you would want to communicate to them, and how would you word it?

FOR GOING DEEPER

Tell in your own words the importance of Jesus' resurrection as you think to": gether about this chapter, and about these supporting passages: Rom 4:25; 1 Cor 15:17, and Rev 1:18.

MARK: THE BIG PICTURE

(Discuss again the questions in the "Overview," plus the questions below.)

1.
Look together at each of these verses, and discuss which one you believe is the best candidate for "KEY VERSE" in the book of Mark—the one which brings into sharpest focus what this book is most about: 1:1; 3:35; 8:34, and 10:45.

2.
What would you say are the strongest themes in the way this book portrays Jesus Christ?

3.
In what passages in Mark did you especially notice Jesus backing up His words with action?

4.
Which passages in this gospel gave you the strongest impression about the power of Jesus?

5.
Even more than the other gospel writers, Mark is said to be a skilled storyteller. How would you evaluate his storytelling skills, as you've observed them in this book?

6.
What would you say are the most important ways in which this book is unique in all the Bible?

7.
In James 1:23-24 we're told that "anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like." In what important ways has the book of Mark been a "mirror" for you—showing you what you can and should do?

(from The Complete Bible Discussion Guide: New Testament, © 1992 by Questar Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
